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Television Judge Hosts Weekend Local Bookstore Owners Pursue Their
Benefit to Aid Local Teen--------------- Passion Despite Obstacles-----------------by Candace K, Clarke
Challenger Staff Writer
If you catch UPN’s
fudge Greg Mathis presid
ing over his Chicago court
room, then you know him
for his seriousness and tellit-like-it ;T.s'' style. For
Mathis, however, that’s just
a part of his tough love
strategy. At the heart of the
popular judge is a man who
feels the need to help
where he can, encouraging
others to follow suit as
well. This weekend, fans of
the judge will have the
opportunity to meet him in
person and become a part
of a fundraising event, as
Mathis hosts Tampa Bay’s
Finest, a benefit to help a
Bay area teen recently
marred by tragedy.
The teen at the center
of the fundraiser is
Marketta Newsom. On
February 3, a then 15-yearold Newsom was waiting
for her bus to Leto High
School when a pick-up
truck struck her. The 16year-old male driver claims
to not have seen Newsom
as shestOod waiting at her
stop, her back turned. For

teenth birthday, is currently
confined to the use of only
a walker or wheelchair.
With months of physical
therapy and healing ahead
of her, the fundraiser will
defray some of the medical
costs for Newsom and her
family.
Slated as a night of tal
ent and inspiration, Tampa
Bay’s Finest will take place
this Saturday, April 26 at
the
University
Area
Community
Center
Complex, located at 14013
North 22nd Street, Tampa,
FL. The official cere
monies kick off at 8 p.m.,
with the entertainment line
up to include local acts
Theo Valentine, Vincent
Brown, Diversity 3,; violin
ist Jason Jarrell, and the
United Nations of Dance.
After hearing about
Newsom’s accident from a
friend of his local Bay area
family, Mathis knew he
had to help. With a home in
St. Petersburg, Mathis,
who is here every few
weeks, made it a point to
visit Newsom at St.
Joseph’s Hospital, hoping
to uplift her spirits.

accident

Newsome, a longtime

resulted numerous injuries,
including two fractures in
her neck, a broken tailbone,
and a twisted and fractured
pelvis. The teen, who last
week celebrated her six

fan of Judge Mathis, was in
for a surprise when he
walked into her hospital
room. "She was wide-eyed
and wide-smiled," re
marked Mathis of the ini-

Newsom,

the

Tangela Murph, Owner of Reader’s Choice
Bookstore
photo by Bill Thomas

Judge Greg Mathis
tial visit. "I had no idea that
Judge Mathis was coming,"
said Newsom. "I watch his
show. “I like him, he’s
cool,” she added.
Mathis, Newsome and
her family shared-prayers
together that day. "It was
very disheartening to see a
young lady - a teenager totally disabIed," remarked
the judge. "She was unable

to move, lying on her back,
several weeks in that hospi
tal," he added. "It inspired
me to want to do what I
could to enhance her living
conditions."
Although Mathis had
only met with Newsom
twice, it was enough fpr
him to be affected. Finding

Mathis
continued on pg. 5

Arts Fest Takes Over Ocala

ZAPP will be one of the many bands to perform
at the African-American Art Fest

The Afncan-Amencan
Arts Fest Committee, Inc.
will host the 14th Annual
Cultural Art Festival in
Ocala, Florida, on Satur
day, May 3, and Sunday
May 4. Gates will open at
11:00 a.m. on Saturday and
close at 8:00 p.m. National
recording artists the ZAPP
Band will perform at 5:00
p.m. on Saturday. N-Force
is also just one of the many ’
other local recording artists
scheduled to perform that
weekend. This year’s
admission will be $F on
Saturday ONLY - come
out and enjoy the music,

food, arts, crafts and cultur
al experience.
If you are interested in
becoming a vendor for this
event or need more infor
mation, contact (352) 3514732 or 1-888-313-6548.
You can also visit the web
site at www.arts-fest.org.
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Murph is one of two
black bookstore owners in
St. Petersburg, and a hand
ful around Florida, who are
pursuing their passion
despite the stiff competi
tion.
"What I like best about
running my own business
is that I determine my own
destiny,"
she . . said.
"Corporate America does
not do that for me any
more. I know I have a mis
sion. This really is a vehi
cle to knowledge."
Yet, opening an inde
pendent bookstore is tough.
Operating a bookstore spe
cializing in black interest
books is tougher. Hurdles
abound. The languishing
economy has thinned out
profits. Declining book
sales. And independent
bookstores,
especially

can’t provide the individ
ual customer attention that
you will find in a small
book establishment," said
Dawkins, who is negotiat
ing space on a second
store.
Since both stores are in
close proximity to each
other in Maximo Mall, it
has caused some confusion
among their clientele who
sometimes visit the wrong
store. Both Murph and
Dawkins said they would
not hesitate to point a cus
tomer inquiring about their
whereabouts in the right
direction.
"Her presence has not
hurt my business at all,"
Dawkins admitted. "Any
body can open a bookstore,
hut unless you are educated
about the business and are
able to keep up with the
customer demand, you
won’t stay open for very
long.
"I continue to grow
each year because I don’t
consider (Murph) my com
petition. I don’t consider
Barnes & Noble my com
petition. I merely offer a
type of personal service
that keeps my customers
coming back for more."
Said Murph: "I believe
in free enterprise. Just like
there’s a Wendy’s, Burger

Bookstore
continued on pg. 6

Is Anybody Getting Rich In the Book
Business?------- ----------- ------- ---------- —--------

The Weekly Challenger
WELCOMES NEW ADVERTISERS

All advertising-related business,
including inquiries, invoices and ad
materials should be sent to The
Challenger’s administrative assis
tant,
Shirley
Morgan,
at
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com.

by Trade Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
African American nov
els strategically placed on a
table outside Reader’s,
Choice Bookstore on a
recent Friday afternoon
catch the attention of some
shoppers who stop and
scan the array of titles.
Impressed, one of the shop
pers proclaimed: "I never
knew black people wrote
so many books!"
Such naivete conjures
up the old adage for owner
Tangela Murph: "If you
want to hide information
from a black person, you
should place it in a book."
"1 hate to admit it, but
there is some truth to that,"
Murph said. "A lot of us
will not pick up a book and
read. I’m trying to chal
lenge those attitudes."

black bookstores, have
been slammed as Barnes &
Noble, Borders Books and
online book retailers con
tinue to gobble up cus
tomers.
But Clatties HillDawkins has not been
deterred.
"The spirit drove me to
do this," said Dawkins, the
wife of a pastor who
opened St. Petersburg’s
first black bookstore, Print
Emporium, on Central
Avenue in 1992. "There
was a need to have a forum
for
African-American
authors. I decided to devel
op a Christian focus mainly
because of my religious
commitment."
In 1999, Alfreida and
Barry Lightsey opened
their second black book
store, True Identity, in the
Albertson Plaza at 54th
Avenue South. The St.
Petersburg store closed a
short time later.
Lightsey said it was
difficult to compete with
national book chains
because of their size and
the fact that they could pass
on greater savings to cus
tomers.
But’’" T3Wkins said
alternative bookstores do
have an advantage over
their mainstream competi
tors.
"The larger chains
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Former schoolteacher
It was the opportunity been frequenting the store
Jackie Perkins has a secret to serve what was up to since the early 1980s.
wish.
recently an ignored seg
The Clarks, parents of
It is that when black ment of the market.
two elementary school
families make up their
In Perkins’ case, she children, admit that their
budgets they put books at had taught in segregated entry into the bookstore
the top of their “must” list schools in the South from business was not motivated
for their children - above the early 1950s to retire by the desire to become
toys and clothes.
ment in 1982, and “was wealthy.
Why?
using textbooks about
“No one is getting rich
The Orlando bookstore European exploits, with in the black books busi
owner knows from first stories that did not match ness,” said Stephana Clark.
hand experience that read my culture, my history or “For us it’s a labor of love.
ing is the key to education, my interests. Even in the We both like to read and we
which of course, is the key late 1980s, bookstores in like educating the public
to success in a 21st century my hometown had very about their history, heritage
that demands much more few books by black writers and culture.”
literacy than the one just and were not interested in
Anthony
Harrison,
passed.
searching their resources to who operates the only
“The correlative factor find them,” she said.
black bookstore in Fort
to creating more black
She started Montsho Lauderdale, opened his
readers,” she says, “is to (which means books in the business nine years ago
interest very young black Botswana dialect) Books in after realizing that Broward
children in reading for 1990 in the middle of County had “a black popu
pleasure so that it becomes Orlando’s black communi lation of more than
the thing to do.”
ty.
300,000 without a book
It stands to reason that
Just about 13 years store catering exclusively
if more black families are before Perkins launched to them.”
buying books that she and Montsho
Books
in
For Harrison, too, the
her Montsho bookstore, Orlando, Afro-In Books business is a labor of love
across from the Citrus and Things on the edge of because he barely breaks
Bowl, would benefit.
Liberty City in Miami even. His inventory veers
But while an overnight became the first black off into ancillary areas like
surge in sales would take bookstore in Florida.
jewelry, clothing, and
most of the black book
It was started by well- African art and artifacts to
stores in Florida from the known educators Dr. Earl supplement his sales.
break-even range* to some and Eursula Wells in 1977.
“This for me is more a
measure of profitability, it About 10 years ago they mission than a business,”
was not necessarily the sold it to another couple, he said of the African Book
potential revenue that William and Stephana Store in a strip mall along
prompted them to go into Clark, a firefighter and Broward Boulevard, a
business in the first place.
police officer who had major Fort Lauderdale drag
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that cuts through a predom
inantly black section of
town. “I would work at this
for food. The mental wages
I receive from the public
stimulates my adrenaline
and keeps me going.”
Filling a need was also
the overriding motivation
for
Tampa’s
Felecia
Wintons to launch Books
for Thought about a decade
ago. She found herself
shopping for black books at
ethnic stores when she
traveled to cities such as
Atlanta, Washington, D.C.
and Baltimore.
“African-American
titles are my primary
focus,” Wintons said, “but I
have been able" able to
expand my business, offer
ing other items than books
(figurines, greeting cards,
stationery, journals, art).
I've been able to expand
into those areas, but most
importantly my main goal
was to do business with the
university.”
The store is in close
proximity to the University
of South Florida, whose
students have been buying
textbooks from her for
more than seven years.
One important ques
tion that surfaces in the
business of black books

Book
continued on pg. 10
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A Living Memorial to Cleveland Johnson, Jr.
“Black People Must Sell As Well As Buy Else Remain A Beggar Race”
by Barry A. McIntosh
Few individuals make
a major impact on others
during their lifetime. Even
less accomplish things that
remain in memory after
they pass. Mr. Cleveland
Johnson is an exception to
both. His philosophy was
clear and simple. One
could not argue about his
focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the
vision of countless people
who met him.
Mr. Johnson was an
entrepreneur in the truest
sense. He created a suc
cessful newspaper, The
Weekly Challenger, out of
virtually nothing, and in
doing so he controlled his
destiny, and helped others

by Dr, CondoIeezza Rice
A New Visions Commen
tary
Sundays in my family
meant church. It was the
center of our lives. In seg
regated Black Birmingham
of the late 1950s and early
1960s, the church was not
just a place of worship; it
was the social and civic
center of our community.
Throughout my life I
have never doubted the
existence of God, but, like
most people, I have had
some ups and downs in
practicing my faith. After I
ynoved to California In
1981, there were a lot of
years when I was not
attending church regularly.
Then something hap
pened that I will always
remember. One Sunday
morning, I was approached
at the supermarket by a
man buying some things
for his church picnic. He
asked me, "Do you play
the piano by any chance?"
I said, "Yes." And he said
his congregation was look
ing for someone to play the

chieved.
For those of us who
were not privileged to meet
Mr. Johnson and folly un
derstand his philosophy, it
does us well to understand
the import of the words,
"Black People Must Sell
As Well As Buy, Else
Remain A ‘Beggar Race.’ "
This is critically important
when we look at this equa
tion from the buying side.
For example, the National
Urban League reported that
during the decade of the
90s, "African-American
buying power increased al
most 73 percent." The chal
lenge we face with that
increase in disposable in
come is the problem with
too much spending.

Moreover, a 1997 U.S.
Census Bureau report
showed that Blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
necessities like Food, Tele
phone, Utilities, Clothing,
and Major Appliances.
Another study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the Black fam
ily median income was
54% - 65% of white fami
lies in the four age groups
35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and
65+. Conversely, the same
study reported that a Black
family earning $30,000 a
year spends as much as a
white family earning
$50,000. No wonder that
Mr.
Johnson stressed

"Selling" over "Buying."
The net result: a negative
net worth for a significant
majority of African-Ameri
cans when compared to
white Americans with com
parable incomes.
' "Cleve," as many af
fectionately called him, is
no longer here, but the
stark reality of our plight
remains. It thus does us all
Well to reflect heavily on
what motivated him, his
legacy: "Black People
Must Sell As Well As Buy,
Else Remain A ‘Beggar
Race’," lest we find our
selves failing to heed Mr.
Johnson’s warning issued
out of love and respect for
all of us!

piano at their church. It
was a small African-Amer
ican church and I started
playing there every Sun
day. And I thought to my
self, "My goodness, God
has a long reach - all the
way to a Lucky's Super
market in the spice section
on a Sunday morning."
The only problem was,
it was a Baptist church and
I don't play gospel very
well, unlike our great At
torney General John Ash
croft. I play Brahms. So I
palled sraymp^her for ad
vice. She said, "Honey, just
play in'C and they'll come
back to you." And that's
true. If you play in C, the
foundational key in music,
people will come back.
Perhaps God plays in C,
and that's why we always
seem to find our way back
to Him, sometimes in spite
of ourselves.
Looking back on the
years since I found my way
back, it is hard for me to
imagine my life without a
strong and active faith.
Faith is what gives me

comfort, and humility, and
hope - even through the
darkest hours. Like many
people, I have turned to
God and prayer more and
more this past year and a
half. Terror and tragedy
have made us more aware
of our vulnerability and
our own mortality.
We are living through
a time of testing and conse
quence - and praying that
our wisdom and will are
equal to the work before
us. And it is at times like
these that we are reminded
of a paradox, that it is a
privilege to struggle. A
privilege to struggle for
what is right and true. A
privilege to struggle for
freedom over tyranny. A
privilege, even, to struggle
with the most difficult and
profound moral choices.
American slaves used
to sing, "Nobody knows
the trouble I've seen Glory Hallelujah!" Grow
ing up, I would often won
der at the seeming contra
diction contained in this
line. But as I grew older, I

came to learn that there is
no contradiction at all.
Struggle doesn't just
Strengthen us to survive
hard times - it is also the
key foundation for true
optimism and accomplish
ment. Indeed, personal
achievement without strug
gle somehow feels incom
plete and hollow. It is true
too for human kind - be
cause nothing of lasting
value has- ever been
achieved without sacrifice.
A second, more impor
tant, lesson to be learned
from struggle and suffering
is that we can use the
strength it gives us for the
good of others. Nothing
good is bom of personal
struggle if it is used to fuel
one's sense of entitlement,
or superiority.
America emerged from
the losses of September
11th as a nation that is not
only stronger, but hopeful
ly better and more gener
ous. Tragedy made us ap
preciate our freedom more
- and more conscious of
the fact that God gives all

people, everywhere, the
right to be free. It made us
more thankful for our own
prosperity, for life, and
health - and more aware
that all people everywhere
deserve the opportunity to
build a better future.
It prompted us to culti
vate what the President has
called "the habit of serv
ice" to others so that the
"gathering momentum of
millions of acts of kind
ness" may bring hope to
people in desperate need.

and liberty, and peace for
all people. Let us renew
our commitment to work
ing with all nations to con
quer want, and hunger, and
disease in every comer of
the globe. Let us accept our
responsibility to defend the
freedom which we are so
privileged to enjoy.
If terror and tragedy
spur us to rediscover and
strengthen these commit
ments, then we can truly
say that some good has
come from great loss. And

And perhaps most impor

in all the trials that may lie
ahead, we will carry these

ing with all our might to
save Head Start, child
health, foster care, and
education protections for
our children. On March
19th, the Children's De
fense Fund and our sup
porters joined with the
AFL-CIO, AFSCME, Peo
ple for the American Way,
Moveon.org, the Fair Tax
es for All Coalition, mem
bers of over 200 other part
ner organizations, and citi
zens all around the country
to oppose the President's
budget and tax plan. We
expected to have only a
few thousand participants,
but hundreds of thousands
of people, despite immi
nent war, called, e-mailed
and faxed their Senators
and Representatives-jamming the Capitol switch
board for hours. You may
have been one of them. If
so, thank you. Together we
were able to send a power
ful message. The Senate’s

decision to reverse an ear
lier vote and only give the
President half of the tax cut
he wanted—still totally un
acceptable—surprised
many people. And while
the House supported the
Administration’s full tax
cut, the vote was much
closer than expected.
March 19th did make a dif
ference.
But we still have an
uphill fight ahead. The fi
nal resolution passed by
Congress leaves millions
of children in danger. We
must keep standing up and
speaking out through vis
its, calls, and e-mails. If
you believe children’s ur
gent needs should be met
before millionaires’ de
sires, please speak up now.
Tell your elected officials
what you think. Every
Wednesday, get 10 friends
to call or e-mail their mem
ber of Congress and tell
them to say "no" to dis

tantly, September 11th re
minded us of our heritage
as a tolerant nation; one
that welcomes people of all
faiths, or no faith at all.
Now, as our Nation
once again deals with great
loss, with fears and uncer
tainties, let us once again
recommit ourselves to
those values which define
us. Let us renew our quest
for understanding the natu
ral world and all the heav
ens which God has made.
Let us renew our commit
ment to standing for life,

commitments closfc to our
heart so we may leave a
better world for those who
follow.
Dr. Condoleezza Rice is
National Security Advisor- to
President George VK Bush. This
Commentary is an abridged ver
sion of remarks made by Dr. Rice
at The National Prayer Breakfast
on February 6, 2003. Project 21
has received special permission
for her office to reproduce and
distribute them. Comments may
be sent to Project21@ nationalcenter. org.

Still in the Battle
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A Moment in
Education: Parents’
Money
camp, the costs total
$1,400.
Wallets become thin
ner as parents spend on
teenagers in grades 9
through 12. Senior year
expenses include prom
night, class trip and gradu
ation activities. Plus there
are charges for the class
ring, yearbook and por
traits. If students plan to
attehd college, several
application foes can cost
$200. Fortunately, fami
lies on fixed or lowincomes do get fees
waived on some applica
tions.
These expenses show
that students learn to spend
their parents’ money.
However, it’s important
that children learn to man
age their own money. They
need skills on setting per
sonal finance goals as well
as ways to accumulate

and buying and spending
more than selling has per*
petuated some level of sub
jugation.
An
often-repeated
story from those who tried
as they could to write sto
ries for him was his re
sponse to essentially "go
sell an ad, and keep your
story." He promoted the
participation in commercial
enterprise, controlling your
destiny. In addition, he
backed up what initially
seemed like a harsh request
by taking so many under
his wings and training them
to "sell." This town is filled
with people who took his
advice, and are forever
indebted to Mr. Johnson for
the success they’ve a-

Let Us Once Again Recommit Ourselves to
Those Values Which Define Us—------- --------
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by Theresa Bey
Wallets go from fat to
thin in families where chil
dren have a daily need or
school money. Sometimes
hard working parents fuss,
"Money doesn’t grow on
trees." Still, they give their
children the things they
didn’t have while growing
up. In providing for educa
tion needs, do parents ever
wonder how much they
spend during a 36-week
school year?
Costs for an elemen
tary child in public school
can include $50 monthly
lunch fee, $25 yearly book
fee, $200 school supplies,
$160 athletic equipment,
$180 home Internet, $90
school uniforms if re
quired, $225 instrument
rental and $70 for fund
raisers. Without adding
extra monies for fieldtrips,
tutoring and summer

do the same. That is what
he preached incessantly; be
in control of your own des
tiny. To achieve that sort of
freedom, one must sell, and
even more importantly, sell
what belongs to them, not
someone else’s product or
service. In other words,
find yourself a business,
work it, be successful at it,
and thus dramatically re
duce your dependence up
on others for support.
Working for someone else,
and having them control
your income, has relegated
many African-Americans
to a beggar race, in some
cases more severely than
others. Nevertheless, as
Mr. Johnson experienced it,
working for someone else,

Marian Wright Edelman

by Marian Wright Edelman
As our nation wages a
war against Iraq and is
anxiously
preoccupied
with terrorism around the
world, the Bush Admini
stration and congressional
leaders are still waging a
radical budget war against
children here at home. At
the end of March the
House and Senate passed
key elements of President
Bush's budget plan, which
lavishes massive new tax
cuts on the rich while put
ting children in harm's way

cash. Schools and banks
can help in this effort by
offering a financial literacy
program. Such a program
is useful, because it makes

by eliminating, disman
tling, cutting and freezing
essential children's pro
grams like Head Start and
after- School programs.
The Senate passed a budg
et that cuts the Admini
stration's proposed tax plan
in half but still provides
$350 billion in new tax
cuts, mostly for the rich
and at the expense of chil
dren and working families.
The House passed a budget
that makes some of the
biggest cuts to children's
programs in history, hand
ing even larger tax breaks
to the rich. Then, on Fri
day, April 11th Congress
approved the final fiscal
year 2004 concurrent bud
get resolution (H.Con.Res.
95) by very close margins.
It is the first of many steps
in the legislative process to
enact the tax cuts and the
spending cuts proposed by
President Bush.
The Administration

good dollars and senses to
give children the tools to
earn, save and invest wise
lyDr. Theresa Bey is an
Education Ambassador who

claims its budget give
aways to the rich will stim
ulate the economy. The
nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office does not
agree: it says the Bush
budget and tax plan's Over
all impact on the economy
is "not obvious" and would
probably have a negligible
effect on thfc economy. It
also forecasts that the Ad
ministration’s irresponsible
plan will create a huge de
ficit over the next decade
totaling $1.82 trillion.
None of this is news to
those who oppose the Ad
ministration’s radical bud
get plan. The Bush Ad
ministration and its con
gressional allies. seek to
starve the federal govern
ment of resources to help
children, the poor, seniors,
thfc disabled, and working
families—erasing decades
of progress,
The battle is far from
over. We must keep fight-

speaks
and
writes
about
Education.
"A Moment in
Education" is a monthly syndicat
ed column © 2003.

mantling Head Start and
Medicaid and slashing
child care and after-school
programs.
We must believe that
we can save all of our chil
dren and then do it! We can
transform our nation’s pri
orities if we truly believe
we can. Don’t ever give up
insisting that children be
protected first—whatever
the political or economic
weather. Don’t be afraid in
these scary times to be a
voice in the wilderness for
children and the poor. It’s
the right and sensible thing
to do.
Marian Wright Edelman is
President and Founder of the
Children's Defense Fund whose
mission is to Leave No Child
Behind" and to ensure every
child a. Healthy Start, a Head
Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start,
and a Moral Start in life and suc
cessful passage to adulthood
with the help of caring families
and communities.

The Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letter to the
Editor. Please mail to: The Weekly Challenger,
2500 M.L.King St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
Clearwater NAACP Freedom
Fund Banquet

News Briefs
Call to Artists. Any
artists interested in dis
playing their artwork at the
Third Annual Art and
Spirituality Festival at the
Tampa Bay Performing
Arts Center on Saturday,
May 17 can contact Jesse
Miller at (813) 222-1048 or
email at jesse.miller@tbpac.org for an applica
tion. All applications are
due today.
Class Reunion. Mem
bers of the Gibbs High
Class of 1963 are planning
their 40th reunion *and are
looking for input from
other classmates. Anyone
interested in joining their
weekly meetings can call
the following members:
Minson Rubin, (727) 8662651; Major Macon, (727)
867-2215; Ray Forehand,
(727) 866-6088; J.B.
Harris, (727) 866-2888;
John Lumpkin, (727) 8234280; and Jet Jackson,
(727) 894-6045. The class
reunion is scheduled for
June 6-8.
Blood Drive. All Tam

pa Bay area Best Buy
stores will host the "Keep
Us Safe at Home" blood
drive on Monday, May 5.
Florida Blood Services
bloodmobiles will be on
site from 1 to 7 p.m. at the
following Best Buy stores:
6000 22nd Avenue North,
St. Petersburg and 21415
U.S. 19 North, Clearwater.
All donors will receive a
backpack,
cholesterol
screening, Best Buy cou
pons and coffee and bagel
from Dunkin Donuts.
Poetry Contest. The
International Library of
Poetry is giving away
$58,000 in prizes which
will be awarded this year in
the International Poetry
Contest. Poets from St.
Petersbufg, particularly be
ginners, are welcome to try
to win their share of more
than 250 prizes. To enter,,
send one original poem;
any subject and style to:
The International Library
of Poetry, Suite 19916, 1
Poetry Plaza, Owings
Mills, MD 21117. The

poem shoul be 20 lines or
less. Please include name
and address on the top of
the page. Entries must be
postmarked or sent via the
Internet by June 30. '
Legal Exhibit. The St.
Petersburg Bar Association
is looking for contributions
to their upcoming legal ex
hibit, "The Legacy of Courage, Vision and Hope."
The exhibit will feature ar
tifacts, documents and oral
histories associated with
African Americans in the
legal profession in Pinellas
County from the 1950s to
present day. Contributions
can come from anyone in
the legal profession includ
ing judges, attorneys, po
lice officers, baliffs, etc.
The exhibit is scheduled to
open in Juije at the Holo
caust Musuem and travel to
area schools, and eventual
ly, the state Capitol. Any
one Interested in contribut
ing to the exhibit can con
tact Tamara Dudley at
, (727) 322-2777.

The Clearwater Na
tional Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) Upper
Pinellas Branch will hold
its 29th Annual Freedom
Fund Award Banquet on
May 3 at the Hilton Resort
on Clearwater Beach. The
reception begins at 5:30
p.m. followed by the ban
quet 6:30 p.m. The guest
speaker is the Rev. Nelson
Rivers IH of the NAACP
headquarters in Baltimore,
Maryland. To purchase
tickets, please call (727)
461-7191.
Members of the plan
ning committee seating left
to right are Rose Evans,
A.K. Bridges and Marva
McWhite. Standing left to

TAMPA - The Univer
sity of South Florida and
the Office of Multicultural
Activities will hold a re
dedication ceremony for
the Martin Luther King, Jr.
bust Tuesday, April 29 at
12 p.m. on the Martin Lu
ther King, Jr., Plaza.
The bust was vandal
ized in early February and
has been undergoing re
pairs for the past couple of
months.
Those invited to- attend

St. Petersburg Free Clinic Receives $40,000 Grant
“For 32 years, the St.
Petersburg Free Clinic has
focused on providing qual
ity acute health care for
people without private in
surance and who do not
qualify for Medicaid or
Medicare,” says Jane
Egbert, executive director
of the Free Clinic. “With
this grant from The Blue
Foundation for a Healthy
Florida, we can accelerate
our progress to prevent
health problems among the
uninsured by providing the
training and support servic
es insured people have
been receiving for years.”
The Free Clinic will use
The Blue Foundation grant
to expand the activities of a
Health Education and Re

source Center. The intent of
the Resource Center is to
provide health issues semi
nars and health screenings
for early detection or pre
vention of illnesses. It will
also train patients to moni
tor their own diseases and
will provide patients assis
tance with medications.
The St. Petersburg Free
Clinic has operated as an
independent, social servic
es agency for over 30 years
with five different pro
grams serving basic needs food, shelter, medical care,
medications, temporary fi
nancial assistance and re
ferral information.
Visit them online at:
www. stpetersburgfreeclinic.org.

and Xeria Jenkins.

USF Holds MLK Bust
Rededication Ceremony

Blue Foundation Award
Health Education and Resource
Center for Low-Income Pinellas
County Residents
ST. PETERSBURG Uninsured St. Petersburg
residents will have access
to better health education,
health screenings, and
training on managing their
own chronic illnesses
thanks to a grant from The
Blue Foundation for a
Healthy Florida (Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of
Florida’s philanthropic af
filiate). The Blue Founda
tion recently awarded
$40,000 to the St. Peters
burg Free Clinic’s Health
Care Services program, a
medical clinic that treats
over 400 uninsured, lowincome patients per month
ih Pinellas County. The St.
Petersburg Free Clinic is
one of 17 non-profit organ
izations in the state that
received a grant during The
Blue Foundation’s Fall
2002 grant cycle.

right are Sabrina Godwin,
Jo Davis, Linda Crayton

the ceremony include:
Linda Ackley, the artist of
the bust, Joanna Tokley,
President and CEO of the
Tampa-Hillsborough Ur
ban League and James
Tokley, Tampa's poet laure
ate. Mr. Tokley wrote and
recited a poem at the first
dedication ceremony in
1996.
The program will con
sist of libations by Africana
Student Coalition, a choir
selection from the USF

Gospel Choir and a student
testimonial about how they
were affected when the
bust was vandalized.
The ceremony will con
clude with a unification re
citation in which partici
pants will lock arms and
recite a reading from
King's works.
The bust was added to
USF in November 1996 as
part of a $1.8 million reno
vation to the plaza.

Free Arthritis Health
Fair---------------------------TAMPA - The Arth
ritis Foundation invites
you to join uS on May 3rd
at the Al Lopez Park in
Tampa (4810 N. Himes
Blvd.) for a free public
health fair from 8:30amnoon and 2nd Annual
Arthritis Walk at 9:30am.
„ Since 1972, the Arth
ritis Foundation has taken
a leadership role in gener
ating greater awareness of
arthritis and arthritis-relat
ed issues during National
Arthritis Month in May.
Beginning in 2002, the
new nationwide Arthritis
Walk will kick off Arthritis
Month events with a free
health fair open to the pub
lic. The health fair will
feature valuable arthritisrelated information includ
ing joint health assess
ment booth, where partici
pants can determine their
risk for arthritis or whether
they are already exhibiting
signs and symptoms of the
disease. A 12-question
joint health assessment
quiz will be distributed
free to walk participants ■
and spectators. And don?t
miss our "Doc in the Box"!
This is a great opportunity

a

to have your arthritis-relat
ed questions answered by
local rheumatologists.
The health fair is free
so come on out between
8:30 a.m. - noon on May
3rd! In addition, we hope
you will join us for the
Arthritis Walk at 9:30 p.m.
at the same location. Arth
ritis Walk participants will
walk either 5k (3.1 miles)
or 1-mile in honor of an
individual with arthritis
and fundraise to support
programs, services, and
research for a cure. In spe
cial recognition, honorees
taking control of their
arthritis will lead off the
walk wearing blue hats.
On the "Wall of Heroes",
teams and individuals will
share inspiring photos, sto
ries, etc. of individuals
taking control of their
arthritis.'
No registration is
' needed to attend the health
fair. However, if you’d like
to participate in the Arth
ritis Walk as an individual
or team walker, please pre
register online at www.ac
tive.com/active or by call
ing 800-850-9455.

DEADLINE FOR AIL
ADS AND NEWS COPY
IS 4:00 P.M. MONDAY

Job Fair for Mature Workers
St. Petersburg - Mature
workers looking for either
full- or part-time jobs have
the opportunity to be inter
viewed by participating
companies at the annual
"Job Fair for Mature Work
ers." The event will be held
from 8:30 p.m. to noon on
Saturday, April 26 at the
Sunshine Center, 330 Fifth
Street North.
The keynote speaker
will be Frank J. McCabe of
the Academy of Senior
Professionals at Eckerd
College. Workers age 40
and older seeking employ

ment will haye the opportu
nity for on-the-spot inter
views by human resource
representatives.
The job fair is being co
sponsored by the City of
St. Petersburg Office on
Aging and the AARP
Foundation’s Senior Com
munity Service Employ

The Weekly Challenger thanks

ment Program.
A free continental
breakfast will be available
for attendees. No pre-regis
tration is necessary. For
further information, con
tact the Office of Aging at
(727) 893-7102 or email
sally.marvin@ stpete.org.

Republic Bank for their contribution,
benefiting students at Melrose

Elementary.

SCOTTIE
Bail Bonds

2523 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FI. 33711
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.
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Upcoming Events
FEATURING
B.J.:

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

• NAACP, 29th Annual Freedom Fund
Banquet, Saturday, May 3, Clearwater Beach
Hilton Resort. For more information, see arti
cle this page and/or call 461-7191.

5am-10am

The Weekly
Challenger

DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best

in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• 7th Annual Family Fun Day sponsored by
Weed & Seed Program, Saturday, May 3,
James B. Sanderlin Family Center,
2335 - 22nd Ave. South.

thanks Badcock
Furniture, the
Verizon

UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

10am-1 pm Just playing the

music the way you like it.

Foundation, and
the Tampa Bay

MICHEALT:

Old school and music to drive home by.

D-Rays for their
contributions

TONY CHARLES: Take you

benefiting stu

blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

back home with your favorite

dents at John
Hopkins

Middle, Gibbs
High, Boca

For Advertising Call
Donza DrUmmond, Sales Manager

727-821-9947

Ciega High, St.

REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Petersburg

Serving) T<imjpa (Bay Since 1976

High, and

Office: 327-WRXB (9792) ’
2060 - 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Academy Prep.

• The Clearwater High School Drama Club
presents "You Can't Take It With You" at 7:30
p.m. April 24 and 25 at CHS Auditorium, 540
S Hercules Avenue. All tickets are $8. Call
(727) 298-1620 ext. 125 for reservations
and information.
• Delta Sigma Theta Sorority lnc. Annual
Prayer Breakfast at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 3 at
the downtown Hilton, 333 First Street South.
Tickets are $25. For more information,
call (727) 321-1034.

• The Girls Choir of Harlem at 2 p.m.
Sunday, May 4 at the Tampa Bay Performing
Arts Center, 1010 North W.C. Maclnnes
Place, Tampa. Tickets are $6.50, $8.50
and $10.50.

office:4).V2’U-09.U
toll free

Happy Mother’s ®ay!
Show your LOVE
■ forMoin

with a special greeting
or tributefin cur May 8th
Mother’s Say edition!
Cali

. '

?he Challenger
at (727) 896-2922

for details.
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OPINION

by Fenn Ellery

Cypress Gardens
Closing, Segregation
and the Midtown
Choir--------------------------Cypress Gardens and "Midtown"?
local Segregation were
Black ACTs are oneset up roughly the same fifth of one percent of the
time - TWO THIRDS OF registered voters in 10
A CENTURY AGO. Cy beach cities. Why so
press Gardens closed re low? Obviously some
cently. Now it is time for Whites write that the
Segregation to close. The problem is green - beach
Midtown Choir described housing costs too much!
After two-thirds of a cen
below will help!
Recently the local tury creating the racial
media has bewailed the income gap - then the
Cypress Gardens closing. organized Segregation
Entrepreneur Dick Pope stealing can be ignored set it up in roughly 1936, Black ACTs aren't green!
The Power Game is
when we were in a De
pression and land was called a "self-fulfilling
cheaper. Was it roughly 1 prophecy." In 1936 you
the size of the segrega carefully evade the ques
tion district?
tion of Bback inferiority.
In any event, it was Power assumes the "face
set up by white American validity" (i.e., not what's
Citizen
Taxpayers real - but what looks reaI)
(ACT), for the amuse that former slaves, given
ment and profit of White inferior education and
ACTs, employing mainly second-class status, val
White ACTs: When the ued at "three-fifths of a
profit dropped it was White voter", etc., can't
rudely taken off the mar be Equal.
ket and away from
All Men Are Created
Floridans. Thanks!
Equal can be ignored In 1936, a "commit and the question and
tee appointed by you" did proof of black inferiority
"recommend a district for can be assumed away or
the segregation of the co skipped - to set up local
lored people" to the Hon. Segregation. Thus today*
John S. Smith, Mayor. l* we have a nasty racial sit
Lhe letter dated March uation which we ean|
24,1936 on the City's De either face and end - OR
partment of Law letter PASS ALONG TO OUR
head defined an explicit GRANDCHILDREN.
11-sided district "for the
We?
White ACTs
consideration of the and Black ACTs! There
Council" and Mayor.
should be a special loo
Like Cypress Gard ney bin for Black ACTs
ens it was done - whether who believe that White
legally or quasi-officially ACTs will solve this
and covertly - to benefit problem - alone because
White ACTs then. During our average heart is pure.
a Depression it created White ACTs can believe
(at least de facto - in fact, that Black ACTs are okay
instead of legally) a with the racial income
"cheap labor supply" of gap. "White privilege"
one visible group of citi (whatever this means)
zen taxpayers to profit will not die by TV-watch
another.
ing!.
Like Cypress Gar
That's where the
dens, it is TIME FOR MIDTOWN
, CHOIR
SEGREGATION
TO comes in. Both Midtown
DIE. That district re and African Americans in
quired policing, but had general contain a most
neither barbed wire nor ample supply of persons
razor wire. It did require who can speak and ex
a racial conspiracy, and press their unhappiness
an abuse of power against with our racial income
other Americans. Was it gap. Are many doing it
at least a sin "Thou Shalt today? No. Is it within
Not Steal?" If it wasn't our capabilities? Defin
stealing we need to be itely, emphatically. Just
need a little help.
given another word!
Leadership develop
Stealing involved a
shift of assets, services, ment on a broader scale is
opportunities, etc., away needed. Access by sup
from the people in the 11- portive groups to video
sided district. Coopera tape equipment and train
The
tion was needed from ing is needed.
NAACP
chairman
Julian
institutions. Every one?
Year by year it created an Bond stated recently at
Eckerd College that
erosion.
After our first Ameri block-by-block organiza
This
can Civil War roughly 14 tion is needed.
columnist
agrees,
and
decades ago, a swarm of
locust "carpetbaggers" believes that a youth-ori
descended from North to ented leadership talent
South. Since 1936 were search is overdue.
More to come on the
Southern "carpetbaggers"
the ones who created the Midtown Choir. It re
"racial income gap?" quires that more residents
When did residents vqte learn - among groups of
to call themselves by self-oriented friends - to
"slave names" such as stand up and express their
"Challenge Zone" or views. Before the City

Council, the Pinellas
County Commissioners,
the School Board - and
others who are unaccus
tomed to listening to such
views. Again. . .more to
come!
Fenn Ellery - (727)
866-2540.
E-mail: patnfenn@aol.com
(Fenn Ellery is a resident of
St. Petersburg, and is a member
of AAVREC, the African-Amer
ican Voter Research and Educa
tion Committee, and CUSP,
Citizens United in Shared Pros
perity.)

Mother’s Day!

Show your LOVE

for Morp with a
special greeting or
tribute In our
May 8tb Mother’s
bay edition!
<

Call

The Cballcnqer
at (727) 896-2922
for details.

The Weekly
Challenger
thanks our spon
sors for the

I.M P.R.E.S.S.
program Edward White
Hospital and

AmSouth Bank.

Their contribu
tions allowed 12
Pinellas County

students to
showcase their

writing talents.

Nationally Acclaimed Author to Speak
at Parent Empowerment Workshop—
ST. PETERSBURG The Coalition For A Safe &
Drug Free St. Petersburg,
Inc., has,invited Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu to speak at
Eckerd College in the Ray
mond James Room of Fox
Hall on Saturday, May 8 at
7:00 p.m. Admission is free
and parents are encouraged
to bring their children.
This Parent Empower
ment Workshop is being
held the evening prior to
the Coalition's 2003 Com
munity Youth Summit. It
has been planned in direct
response to the over
whelming number of com
ments made by last year's
Summit participants that
communication with their
parents was not all that it
could be. The topic of the
workshop is "Until Parents
Take Control."
"We are excited that
Dr. Kunjufu is going to ad
dress the concerns raised
by our youth from last
year's summit," said Wat
son Haynes, President/CEO of Coalition For A
Safe & Drug Free St. Pe
tersburg. "This parent
workshop is our way of let
ting youth know, that we
are listening and respond
ing to their needs."
Dr. Kunjufu is a re
nowned author, educator
and educational consultant.
He
is
internationally
known for his efforts to
build positive self-images
and discipline in AfricanAmerican children. Some
of his books include: best
seller Countering the Con-

Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu
spiracy to Destroy Black
Boys, To Be Popular or
Smart: The Black Peer
Group, Restoring the Vil
lage, Values, and Commit
ment: Solutions for the
Black Family, Developing
Positive Self Images and
Discipline in Black Chil
dren, and his latest book
entitled, Stale of Emergen
cy: We Must Save AfricanAmerican Males, Dr. Kun
jufu has made numerous
television appearances and
serves as an educational
consultant to Sesame
Street and BET's Teen
Summit. He is the execu
tive producer of a movie
entitled "Up Against the

Wall," starring Marla
Gibbs. Dr. Kunjufu is also
a former visiting professor
at the United Theological
Seminary-Doctoral Divi
sion and executive director
of African-American Ima
ges Talent Center, which
was designed to identify
and develop the talents of
African-American children
and to motivate them to
start their own businesses.
For more information
regarding the workshop or
the 2003 Youth Summit,
contact Watson Haynes,
President/CEO at (727)
823-1885. Please join the
Coalition For A Safe and
Drug Free St. Petersburg,
Inc., in finding solutions to
the threat of drug use,
abuse and dependency in
the community as it could
affect any individual. The
Coalition is committed to
drug prevention through
education, training, devel
oping and implementing
specific drug prevention
strategies, and volunteer
ism.

1 GREEN’S"MARY ANN I
' AFRICAN STYLES '

■

Distributor/Fashion ConsuItant

I
I
I

I

3409 - 16th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 439-2082 or (727) 432-7329
Min. Moses Green and Sis. Mary Green

, Ladies Church Hats and Suits
including:

I
I
I

Mr. John Classic, Mr. D’s,
Tim Crawford, Brenda Bolling,
DonnaVinci, Ben Marc,
She’s Line, Lisa Rene and more...

Bayfront

PHYSICIAN

REFERRAL
SERVICE

(727)

895-DOCS
3 6 2 7
Free and confidential service

Referrals to physicians in more
than 30 medical specialties
Referrals made based on your
needs and preferences

www.bayfront.org
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THIS &
THAT
(823-6092)
by Mabel Cooper
This letter was mailed
to me from an unknown
person. The sender said I
might like to tell my read
ers about it. I do, and I am.
I am deviating from
my usual writing routine to
run this. If you have a
weak stomach, I'd advise
you to stop reading.
You'll eat pounds of
dirt in your lifetime. Most
of us have heard that bit of
folk wisdom. But should
we beIieve it? Nope. Now,
the gritty truth: A pound is
just the appetizer.
"We actually eat more
than a pound of dirt in our
lifetime," said the un
known dietician who
mailed this information to
yours truly. " Probably sev
eral pounds, depending on
how long an individual
lives."
It's a tough thing to
swallow. But the good
news is. that dirt probably
won't hurt you, depending
on what you call dirt. Put it
this way: typical soil won't
hurt you, food experts say.
Unless it's contaminated by
things you really don't
want to read about over
your morning coffee.
Dirt is hardly the sub
stance invading our culi
nary turf. It's virtually
impossible to get all of the
foreign.objects out of foodon its way to processing,
according to the Food; and
Drug
Administration
(FDA). So, the FDA has
settled on monitoring what
it considers acceptable lev
els of unappetizing offend
ers.
Here's your official
wanting: Do not continue
reading this story if you're
eating.
In processed cornmeal,
for example, FDA guidetines allow one or more
whole insects, 50 or more
insect fragments, and two
or more rodent hairs per 50
grams. In a can of peaches,
three percent of the fruit
can be moldy or "wormy."
Surprised? So was the
unknown "This and That"
reader who mailed this to
me. This person found out
this news when they
worked at a job counting
tomatoes before they were
shipped. It was their job to
count the maggots, too. "It
was pretty amazing how
high they'd let the number
go," the anonymous writer
said.
But bugs and worms
won't hurt you, either. In
many cultures, people eat
insects. And in many pack
aged products, insects are
exposed to heat during pro
cessing, which kills dis
ease-producing organisms.
As a professor (or whatev
er) of soil science, the

author has the dirt on dirt,
too. For those who don't
make a distinction, the
writer establishes the dif
ference between soil and
dirt.
"Soil is a living body
that occurs on the surface
of the earth," the anony
mous author wrote." It has
to be able to support plant
material, and usually has
something growing in it.
Once you remove it from
the surface of the earth, it's
dirt. Dirt is what you have
under your fingernails."
And on some of your
vegetables when you pick
them out of the supermar
ket produce counter. •
Unlike soil, which is
full of nutrients, dirt no
longer supports organic
matter, so it has lost most
of its nutritional value.
That indicates that it's low
in calories, if that helps
anyone to better accept it
as part of the standard
American diet.
Dirt is most likely to
cross one's plate when eat
ing root vegetable, espe
cially those with crevices
in them, such as potatoes
and carrots, food experts
say. It's also common in
leafy greens such as lettuce
and spinach, which tend to
collect blowing soil and
retain it when they are
pulled out of the ground.

Publicized cases of food
contamination in manufac
turing, restaurant and
cruise ship industries have
brought the topic of food
safety to the dinner table.
The soil scientist em
phasizes the importance of
hand washing before eat
ing and preparing food;
keeping kitchen tools sani
tized; cooking hamburger,
poultry, pork, fish and eggs
thoroughly; and storing
perishable foods properly.
But there are two
schools of thought on the
subject of zealous washing
of fresh fruits and vegeta
bles, One is that ingesting
normal non-food sub
stances can help the body
build up immunities to
some diseases. The other is
that dirt on food can hurt
you and you'd better scrub
those potatoes with a ven
geance.
The unknown soil sci
entist says he doesn't wash
his fresh produce particu
larly ambitiously. "My
wife does," he said. "She
likes to have it as clean as
possible. But I don't. I don't
see a problem with it."
What about you?
$$$$$$$$$$

Next time around, I
plan to write my regular
column if you give me
some news. Stay loose,
okay?

We Welcome You To Submit
Your Articles of Interest
to the Community
(along with pictures).
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Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Association Names Operation
FAR Organization of the Year for
its Contributions to the Minority
Community ———----------------- —Throughout the years.
Operation PAR has earned
national attention for its
prevention services and
comprehensive behavioral
health care services that
rebuild families shattered
by substance abuse and
mental health disorders.
The agency is a non-profit
organization that provides
comprehensive substance
abuse prevention, inter
vention, research and treat
ment services, impacting
more than 40,000 individ
uals and families residing
in West Central Florida.
Their mission is to
strengthen our communi
ties, by caring for families
and individuals impacted
by substance abuse and
mental illness, and by pro
viding a beacon of hope in
the community.
On March 27, 2003,
the Minority Issues Com
mittee of the Florida Al
cohol and Drug Abuse
Association (FADAA) se
lected Operation PAR as
Organization of the Year
for its “tangible communi

ty education and outreach
efforts within the minority
community.” The award
was presented in Tampa
during the Multicultural
Symposium. The 19th An
nual Multicultural Sympo
sium, sponsored and de
veloped by the Minority
Issues
Committe
of
FADAA, provides an envi
ronment for the spirited
discussion
culturally
relevant substance abuse
treatment and prevention
services. FADAA is a non
profit, membership organi
zation representing 97
community-based , sub
stance abuse treatment and
prevention agencies and
over 1000 individual mem
bers throughout Florida.
Operation PAR re
ceived this award based on
its outreach, educational
and treatment programs
available to families resid
ing in South St. Peters
burg. COSA, providing
intervention, case manage
ment, day treatment, out
patient and aftercare to
women and their children

Mathis

person can be in a young Mathis, it is just part of
person’s life. Besides his giving back. "I know how
mother, Mathis credits one lecture can help
Jesse Jackson with helping change a life," he adds,
"like' my
life
was
him to focus his direction.
"Back in 1977, while I changed."
With this weekend’s
was studying for my
G.E.D., I had an opportu benefit, Mathis guarantees
nity to hear | Jackson J that, "people will see the
speak," recalled Mathis. "It judge like they’ve never
was great...that was back seen him before." The
when he was doing those, judge hopes to add a little
‘I am somebody,’ speech humor to his emceeing
es. "It inspired me to want duties. He is also hopeful
to go to college and be an that people in the commu
activist
for change." nity will respond and come
Mathis would later become out to help Newsom’s
the youngest judge in cause. Not only will they
Michigan state history.
find it entertaining, he
With the start of the promises, but fulfilling as
syndicated
courtroom well.
Tickets for Tampa
show in 1999, Mathis has
Bay
’s Finest can be pur
gained tremendous popu
larity, an aspect that he chased at Books for
positively uses to his ad Thought, located at 10910
vantage. Mathis has devel N 56th Street, Tampa; Mr.
oped several youth pro Klean at 901 W. Platt
grams, and regularly de ■ Street, Tampa; or by call
votes himself to speaking ing Janet Dudley at (813)
engagements and fundrais 886-3711 or (813) 962ers around the country. For 6267.

from pg. 1
elated," remarked Janet
Dudley, Newsom’s aunt,
upon hearing the judge’s
offer. Since his offer, he
has reguIarly called to get
updates on Marketta, to
see how she' was1 doing,1
Dudleyadded.
The once’ active teen,
who enjoyed swimming,
drawing, and performing
in her high school’s step
team, is still adjusting to
the restrictions now placed
upon her and her body. She
remains upbeat however,
in high Spirits as, she
begins to recover. "God is
really blessing me with
everything,"
remarked
Newsom. "I know I’m not
going to be hurt forever."
These days, Newsom
looks brightly towards her
future; awaiting the day
she can take her art and
dance classes. •
Her mother, Sarah,
credits her daughter’s pos
itive attitude for the pro
gress. "She’s a trooper,"
Sarah proudly states.
"Most of her life, she’s
been stubborn. I think
that’s what’s helping her to
recover now." A single
mother with three children
to raise, she appreciates
the help that the fundraiser
will bring.
"This is one of the
most fulfilling parts of my
life," noted Mathis. Mar
ried with four children of
his own, Mathis’ focus has
long been on helping peo
ple, particularly youth.
With a remarkable story of
his own, the Detroit-bred
Mathis grew up in a single
parent household in the
projects, surrounded by
violence. Finding himself
in and out of jail, Mathis
had dropped out of school
before the age of 18. When
he learned that his mother
was dying of cancer,
Mathis turned his life of
drugs and crime around,
and earned a G.E.D.
Mathis himself knows
how vital an inspirational

df

in downtown South St.
Petersburg, was a featured
program. Another high
light of Operation PAR’S
commitment is its Behav
ioral Technician and Com
munity Substance Abuse
Education Training, featur
ing a 30-hour education
curriculum on addictions
and mental health and job
placement to program
completers. During the
first three years of this pro
gram, at least ten partici
pants have entered the sub
stance abuse field follow
ing completion of the
training. “Regional Ad
ministrator Jonathan Lofgren and Intervention
Specialist Gerald Syrkett
played an instrumental role
in this award,” said Chief
Executive Officer Nancy
Hamilton. “Their example
of excellence and leader
ship, on a national, state
and community level, con
tinues to inspire me and
others that have the privi
lege of working with these
two quality individuals,”
Hamilton said.

Verizon Family
Literacy Sets Sights
on Preparation,
Education-------- --------

Martinez: Bush Stimulus Plan
Good for Florida Families——
"Jobs and Growth " Package Aims to Boost Economy

Through Lower Taxes, Job Creation
TAMPA - President
Bush’s economic-stimulus
package will mean big
benefits for Florida’s fami
lies, Housing and Urban
Development Secretary
Mel Martinez said last
week in a visit to Tampa.
Last Tuesday, speak
ing alongside Congresswoman Ginny BrownWaite, Martinez addressed
Tampa business leaders in
pointing to published re
ports that the President’s
"Jobs and Growth" plan
will bring relief to five
million Florida taxpayers,
particularly Senior citizens,
and promote economic
development
statewide
through tax savings for
small businesses.
"Families will benefit
through greater spending
power, and small business
es will have an opportunity
to grow and create jobs.
This is good for Florida
and good for America,"
said
Martinez,
who
stressed the importance of
a strong housing market to
the overall economy.
"When hard-working
families are allowed to
keep, spend and invest
more of what they earn,
more money is pumped
into
our
economy,"
Brown-Waite
added.
"Through this plan, stocks
will do better, businesses
will grow, jobs will be cre
ated, and we as a nation
will flourish."
■
It is estimated that the
President’s plan, endorsed
by 250 leading econo
mists,
would
create
510,000 new jobs by the
end of 2003 and 1.4 mil
lion by the end of 2004.
Ninety-two million Amer-

Happy Mother’s
Aay!
Show your L0Y£
for Alotp with a spe
cial greeting or trib
ute in our May 8th
Mother’s Bay
edition!

Call
The Challenger at
(7371 896-2922
for details.

icans, on average, would
receive a tax cut of $1,083.
The plan calls for an accel
eration of marriage-penal
ty relief, an increase in the
Child Tax Credit from
$600 to $1,000 and the
expansion of the 10-percent tax bracket to include
several million more
Americans. In addition, the
plan would bring relief to
stockholders through elim
ination of the double taxa
tion of dividends.
In Florida, studies in
dicate that the economic
plan would benefit nearly
four million married and
single filers through the
expanded 10-percent tax
bracket. Two million cou
ples would benefit from
the elimination of the mar
riage penalty, 1.5 million
parents would benefit from
the increased Child Tax
Credit, and 1.7 million tax
payers would gain through
the end of double taxation
of di vidends. Alsp, more
than one million small
businesses would have tax
savings to apply toward
new jobs and equipment.
A HUD study found
that the achievement of the
President’s goal of adding

5.5 million new minority
homeowners by ,2010
would generate $256 bil
lion for the economy. To
that end, the budget calls
for a $113 million increase
for the Home Investment
Partnerships
Program
(HOME) to promote the
construction of affordable
housing in states and com
munities nationwide. Flor
ida is pegged to receive
$88.3 million, a $3.8 mil
lion increase over 2003.
The President is also
proposing a Single-Family
Affordable Housing Tax
Credit to stimulate the pro
duction of affordable forsale homes in communities
where such housing is
scarce. The proposed tax
credit, amounting to as
much as 50 percent of the
cost of new construction or
rehabilitation, would pro
vide an incentive for
builders and developers to
create homes available for
sale to low-income house
holds earning less than 80
percent of an area’s medi
an income.

PINELLAS PARK - joy for reading, families
Coordinated Child Care of support achievement and
Pinellas, Inc. (CCC) has help children develop
been awarded a $12,500 reading skills, reading and
grant from the Verizon writing materials are avail
Foundation for family lit able for the children in the
eracy, initiatives within home, families frequently
early childhood education read to their young chil
programs in Pinellas dren and listen to their
County. The grant process older children read, and
was coordinated by the the family enjoys talking
United Way of Tampa Bay with one another in the
in partnership with Veri home.
zon. The grant award will
Participants of the
assist CCC in expanding Verizon Family Literacy
its existing Family Liter Project will be selected
acy Project. The general form early childhood edu
goal of the project is to cation programs contracted
establish family literacy with CCC that have suc
activities within early cessfully completed a
childhood education pro training series on family
grams with various family support and involvement
services. Programs select
involvement approaches.
Research has indicated ed to participate will re
a strong association be ceive reading and writing
tween reading regularly to materials and additional
a preschool child and a resources to coordinate
child’s reading achieve activities that will encour
ment upon entering public age families to read and
schools and beyond. Fur write more often with their
thermore, the reading de children.
For more information
velopment of children is
supported when several on these and other servic
factors occurs: family es, contact the CCC at
members demonstrate their (727) 547-5707.

The Weekly Challenger

welcomes your Letter to the
Editor.
Please send via fax, e-mail or
you may drop off your article,
for publication at, our office.
We look forward to publishing
your comments at our earliest
convenience.

Family Owned 5 Star Dealer
M-F 8:30-8:30 • Sat. 8:30 to 6:30
• Sun. 11:30 to 6

22ndAve.N.&U.S.19.
St. Petersburg

727-321-0500

CREDIT '
PROBLEMS?

We Can
t Help Yon.

:

You Can Be
Driving A Car
or Truck
Today.

Cars
and
truck®
as
w

Call Our Credit
Hotline

spot

Dodge
qeV'lC'e
pWa«ct«®
Vans
Matt»b'e ^,aW®bVe
at
as low

0%

as
$14,995

1-800-570-1500
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A I
Reason number 6:
-

Bachelor's degrees

fl

SPC also offers:

• Associate in Arts degree
• Associate in Science degrees 2
• Certificate programs
'

MB

Approval
727-287-0126 \
<

in Education; Nursing and.
Technology Management.

Whether you're looking for a new
career or updating job skills, SPC
has more options for you.

For Credit

1

SPC offers bachelor's degrees

■

■

Enroll now!
Classes start May 19.
W727) 341-4SPC
www.spcollege.edu

St. Petersburg College
Excellence in education since 1927

2003

2002

>

Dodge Grand
Caravan
Sports

Gig*

IO in stock

2002

Air Cond., P/S,
P/B, P/W, P/L,
Tilt-Cruise,
7 Passenger

Dodge
Intrepid
as low as

Off-Lease
Vehicles
as low as

$13,995 $10,995
View our Entire

sal®
otic
5 Day
Close
Out
100

Vehicles
Must
Go

2002

Dodge
Stratus

as low as

6 in stock

2003

Ram
Pick-Ups
NEW
Auto - A/C
am/fm
CASSETTE

MUCH MORE

$9,995 $14,850

PRE-OWNED SUPERCENTER END OF MONTH CLEARANCE!
credit PROBLEMS! WE CAN HELP. CALL OUR CREDIT HOTLINE
1-800-570-1500 FOR PRE-APPROVAL

inventory at
www.daytonanilrewsilodge.coin
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget

it. Today is here, use it.
Tomorrow may not come, So
don't wait on it."

safe-SBr. I

MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO MAKE MONEY
LANDSCAPE
CONSULTANT!
Formally trained land
scapers will handle the big
and expensive jobs, but if
you live in an area where
there is a lot of building
going pn, ypu will find
people needing advice
about local soil and weath
er conditions, how to, grow
a nice lawn, what types of
trees are best to plant,
where to plan for a flower
garden, what types of hed
ges are best, etc. You might
develop a plan which
would be carried out over a
period of five years recog
nizing that new homeowners rarely have a lot of
money tp invest all at once.
Make a deal with a nursery
and garden supply store for
a commission on every
customer steered in their
direction.
Advertise
through real estate agen
cies, construction and
building companies in the
local paper and yellow
pages. You will not do ac
tual work, but only provide
consultation service. Your
own yard will be your best
advertisement, and be sure
to leave calling cards with
every family who moves
in. They may be more con
cerned over interior deco
rating at first, but when
they are ready, your card
will remind them of your
service.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Today, April 24 - Char
lie
Watkins,
Charles
World, Benjamin Brown
and Herman Williams, Jr.;
April 25 through 30 Chauncey Gregory, Markese Fitzgerald, Kenneth
Lee Mitchell, Jr., Michelle

896-2152
by Charles Howard

Johnson, Melissa Persha,
Carla Jackson, Kristie
Johnson, Michael Richard
son, Idella McGhee, Brid
ged S. Watkins, Lois Bartee, DanaT. Persha, Dexter
Rogers, Daisy Albury,
Melvin Kennedy and
Sarah Mack.
SON VISITS
Gregory Williams vis
ited with his mother, Annie
Sue Brinson, for a week.
He motored in from Plan
tation, FL. Ms. Brinson at
tended the family church,
Bethel A.M.E. Church,
912 Third Ave. N., for
Easter Sunday services.
She enjoyed a repast after
services in the WilliamHarris Felldwship Hall.
She was taken to her
niece’s home on Pinellas
Point for Easter dinner, the
Rev. Don and Victoria
Gaskin. Ms. Brinson’s
evening was a full one, and
she had this to say: She
had a great time at church,
and everyone was glad to
see her.
EASTER WEEK
VACATION
Romonda
Stockton
Harris vacationed with her
father, Michael Harris.
They motored through Al
abama visiting with family
members and friends. Ro
monda is the daughter of
Garland Stockton and the
granddaughter of T.C. and
Frances Stockton. She at
tends Perkins Elementary
School.
“Happiness does not con
sist in having what you

want, but in wanting
what you have.”

(Confucius)
UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
JUMP TO IT!

Local YMCA Branches
Out with Multi-Cultural
Program---------------------LARGO-The YMCA for their professional car
of the Suncoast-Greater eer goals. Matching stu
Ridgecrest Branch an dents with responsible anounces the start of the dult achievers and access
Multi-Cultural Achievers ing them to technical, hu
Program. The Multi-Cul man and financial resour
tural Achievers (MCA) ces will help them make a
program fulfills three dis smooth transition into
young adulthood and ulti
tinct, yet related goals:
• It assists youth mately a well-chosen ca
achievers in- developing reer.
The goals of MCA can
strong personal, education
al and career goals by plac only be achieved through
ing them in mentoring an interrelationship of the
Pinellas
relationships with adult community,
County
Schools,
the
achievers.
• It provides adult YMCA, corporations, and
achievers with visibility public and human service
and recognition both from organizations.
Currently, the YMCA
their peers and the commu
nity by giving them an out is looking for mentors and
let for community involve sponsors who are profes
ment as a positive role sionals in Human Services,
Law Enforcement, Engi
model.
• It provides opportu neering, Education, Arts/
nities for sponsoring cor Entertainment, Commun
porations and individuals ication and Media, Busi
to lend their expertise, as ness and Law.
For further informa
well as provide a financial
base for the program, tion about the program,
thereby enhancing their contact Michele C. Green,
roles as leaders in improv program director, at (727)
ing quality of life for all 559-0500 (ph), (727) 5590022 (fax), or email:
involved.
Overall, Multi-Cultur mgreen@ suncoastymca.or
al Achievers serves to help gstudents identify and plan

Campbell Park’s Marine
Science Program Heads for
the Pier —------ —---------- -- —-—
ST. PETERSBURG This Friday, April 25,
Campbell Park Elementary
Marine Science students
participate in the Regata
send off at The Pier in
downtown St. Petersburg.
"We're excited about the
marine science program
here at Campbell Park,"
says Jim Steen, Principal.
"Beginning at 11 a.m., our
students will introduce
themselves (in Spanish)
and then dance a tradition
al Mexican Dance. Our
children will be treated to
lunch at the Columbia
Restaurant at the Pier cour

tesy of the school's PTA."
Campbell Park's Ma
rine Science program takes
a subject most children are
naturally interested in and
weaves it through the en
tire curriculum. Sylvia
Amaya, World Language
Curriculum Coordinator,
says the event will show
case not only the children's
talent but the importance
of the community's in
volvement in the send off.
"Our children are really
excited about the event and
have been practicing hard.
They'll also participate in
the send off of the actual

boats racing from St.
Petersburg to Isla Mujeres
in Mexico."
Campbell Park Ele
mentary is located at 1200
37th Street South. The
school will be relocating to
its brand new school in the
Fall of 2003. That location
is near Tropicana Field at
1051 7th Avenue South.
For further informa
tion, contact Sylvia Amaya, World Language Coor
dinator, 727-552-1521 or
at sylvia_amaya@places.
pcsb.org or, Ava VanNahmenat avavn@tampabay.
rr.com, 727-573-5318.

Looking for Volunteering
Opportunities? -——---------TAMPA BAY - Can
you fill a need? Here are
some positions from the
Retired and Senior Vol
unteer Program (RSVP)
stations requesting volun
teers. Many of these op
portunities do not require
any special skill, just a
desire to help.
• Catholic Charities Volunteers are needed to
teach English and survival
skills to refugees or mi
grants, transportation as
sistance, clothes closet as
sistant, resettlement assis
tant, public relations assis
tant, mentor, and direct
client services.
• High Point Neigh- ,
borhood Family Center Volunteers are needed to
assist in volunteer manage
ment, newsletter commit
tee, clerical/office duties,
conducting surveys, phone
assistance, grant writing
and more.
• Children’s Home
Society - volunteers are
needed for supervised visi
tations, Bonding Facili
tator, assist in the Teen
Life skills Program, office
assistant, and marketing
assistant. These needs are
at the Family Visitation
House.
• The Hospice of Flor
ida Suncoast - Volunteers
are needed for a variety of
duties: patient/family sup
port, thrift shop staffing,
providing
bereavement
support, computer opera
tors, office assistance,
community outreach, and
proving assistance at spe
cial events.
• Suncoast Primate
Sanctuary (formerly the
Chimp Farm) - Volunteers
are needed to help reno
vate their facility, office
assistance, veterinarian
technicians, help with
lawn care and gardening,
and assist in planning their
up coming garage sale.
• American Lung
Association -Volunteers
are needed for general
office work, stuffing en
velopes, collating, folding,
opening mail, labeling, and
filing.
• Palm Harbor Library
- Volunteers are needed at
information desk; duties
include answering phones
and directing patrons to
right locations.
• St. Petersburg Police
Department - Volunteers
are needed for office posi
tions at the various re
source centers; in adminis
tration and road patrol downtown St. Pete.

• Neighborly Senior
Services - Volunteers are
needed for a variety of
duties such as assisting at
the Adult Day Service
Centers, Counseling at
North and South County
Mental Health Centers,
telephone
reassurance,
transportation, and assist
ing at the five Senior
Centers locations.
• Florida Holocaust
Museum - Volunteers are
need in the Gift Shop,
Admissions, Gallery Guar
dian, museum greeter, and
helping with the bulk mail
ings.
• Christmas Toy Shop
- Volunteers are needed for
bike repairs, battery and
electronic toys, >sorting,
and cleaning.
• Academy’Prep Edu
cation Center - Volunteers
are needed to tutor/assist
1-3 students per evening in
the study hall 5-7 p.m.,
teach an after-school activ
ity (3:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m.)
to 5-15 students 1 or 2
days a week, in-class
teacher’s aide, office assis
tant, data processor, and
substitute teaching as
needed.
• Suncoast Health
Council, Inc. - Volunteers
are needed for the Com
passionate Drug Patient
Assistance Program. Du
ties will include: data
entry, clerical, assisting
with the compilation and
mailing of application
forms, working closely
with patients and staff as
needed, answering phones
and returning calls to
patients, physicians, and
drug companies if re
quired. There are two sites;
one each in St. Petersburg
and Clearwater.
•
Center Against
Spouse Abuse (CASA) Volunteers are needed to
assist in a variety of pro
grams: 24 hour Crisis
Line, Support Group,
Visitation Center, Com
munity Education, Sub-,
stance Abuse Services,
Children and Youth Ser• vices, and also in the thrift
store.
• Pinellas County
Schools - Volunteers are
needed for 1-2 hours as
tutors and mentors for
struggling students in
Pinellas County Schools.
• Safety Harbor Public
Library - Volunteers are
needed fpr data entry,
Special Projects, Circu
lation and Reference De
partments, Technical Services/Book Processing,

and the deaf literacy
Program.
• Largo Police Dept Volunteers are needed to
teach 55 Alive classes,
maintain fleet cruisers,
taping segments of LPD,
conduct campaigns, front
desk and clerical assis
tance.
• Retired Senior Vol
unteer Program - A volun
teer is needed in the office
twice a week for four
hours to file, answer
phones, mailings, and oth
ers clerical duties.
For information on
these and other positions,
please call the RSVP office
at (727) 327-8690 ext.22.

Caribbean
Flair and
Business
Blend
Together
for
Networking
Event------ST. PETERSBURG In honor of National
Tourism Week (May 1018), the St. Petersburg
Area Black Chamber of
Commerce (SPABCC) is
hosting "Caribbean Ad
ventures," a hospitality
and tourism business
showcase on Wednesday,
May 13. Co-sponsors
include the City of St.
Petersburg, the Pier, and
the St. Petersburg Area/
Clearwater Convention &
Visitor’s Bureau.
At the affair, you can
experience some of St.
Petersburg’s
favorite
places to shop, sightsee, or
just relax; visit SPABCC
Corporate and Small Busi
ness Member - Industry
Supplier Showcase; and
even get a copy of
SPABCC’s Directory of
Businesses & Services.
Admission for the event is
free.
The event will be held
at the Pier in the down
town St. Petersburg water
front area, off of 2nd Ave
nue N.E. and Bayshore
Drive. The first showcase
will run from 10:30 a.m. 1:00 p.m. The second
showcase will be featured
from 2:30 p.m. - 5:00
p.m.
For vending/sponsorship information, or if you
have any further ques
tions, contact the Chamber
at (727) 822-1203.

17th Annual Green Thumb
Festival Comes This Weekend
ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg's Annual
Earth Day and Arbor Day
celebration boasts several
activities to entertain and
delight. Planned features
include: gardening pro
grams and seminars, horti
cultural and environmental

exhibits, over 180 exhibi
tors and vendors, over
2000 trees for sale, a plant
diagnostic clinic, free
mulch, and a flower show.
Also, look for a kid's crafts
and plant fair, door prizes
and lots of great food and
entertainment.

The festival is being
held at Walter Fuller Park,
7891 26th Ave. N., on
April 26 and 27 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. and is free to
the public. Call (727) 8937335 for more informa
tion.

Seeking Job Training?
Stop Centers and mention
the Faith-based Mentoring
and Training Program: St.
Pete One Stop (727) 8931255, ext. 1007, Clear
water One Stop (727) 4428827, ext. 2012, Gandy
One Stop (727)570-3000,
ext. 4141, and the Enoch
Davis Center (727) 8988810.

PINELLAS COUNTY
- Are you seeking employ
ment? Do you have a job
but would like a better
one? If so, Mt. Zion Hu
man Services, Inc. is offer
ing FREE training and
mentoring to eligible par
ticipants through its Chal
lenge and Retention Grant.
Eligibility is open to
all former and current

Temporary Assistance for
Needy Family (TANF)
recipients, as well as those
employed yet earning less
than 200% of poverty, and
those who are non-custodial parents with a TANF eli
gible child. Enrollment is
limited; the program dead
line is June 20, 2003.
For more information,
contact the WorkNet One

Bookstore
from pg. 1 -------------Dawkins
admitted.
"Anybody can open a
bookstore, but unless you
are educated about the
business and are able to
keep up with the customer
demand, you won’t stay
open for very long.
"I continue to grow
each year because I don’t
consider (Murph) my com
petition. I don’t consider
Barnes & Noble my com
petition. I merely offer a
type of personal service
that keeps my customers
coining back for more."
Said Murph: "I believe
in free enterprise. Just like
there’s a Wendy’s, Burger
King and McDonald’s on
the same block. I believe,
as; my name implies, read
ers should have a choice .as
to where they want to buy
their books."
These options are

expanding as non-black company when they pur
companies have been cash chase books from Black
ing in on the black book Expressions."
As a result, Murph has
market - a trend that poses
developed
a business
a new threat to the survival
savvy that allows her to
of black-owned stores.
cater
to the other needs of
"One of my greatest
challenges
has
been customers.
With reading scores on
BlackExpressions.com,"
standardized
tests declin
Murph said. "They mail
out flyers that allow people ing in Pinellas County
to buy four books for a schools, Murph is trying to
dollar; People will pay that foster an appreciation for
price because they think books among today’s
they are supporting a younger generation by
offering "Story Time" on
black-owned company."
What a lot of African Saturday mornings and
Americans don’t know is tutoring sessions during
that Black Expressions is the week.
"I don’t wait for peo
actually a division of
Simon & Schuster, a ple to come to me. I go out
white-owned publishing and get my customers,"
company based in New Murph said. "When you
operate a small business
York City.
" A lot of people are no you’re everything. I’m the
longer going to (African cashier, the janitor, the
American)
bookstores buyer, and the marketing
because they think they are (representative). I wear all
supporting a black-owned the hats."

$HE S A DOCTOR TODAY BECAUSE
HER ROLE MODELS WEREN'T MODELS.
She's delivered babies in rural South Carolina, performed
surgery while on the Crow Indian Reservation In Montana and
treated tropical diseases In The Gambia in West Africa.
Or. Nicole. Lang is a role model for girts today thanks id the
role models she bad growing up—parents and a grandmother
who wete education advocates.
Show your daughter how achieving to math and science to
sehool can open dam's for her in the future.
Cali 1-800-WCC-4*CIRLS. Or visit us on the Internet at
http://www.acadetole.0Fg.

EXPKT TKE BEST FROH ft dlRl.
jwriiawffititsn.

WomenN College Coalition
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ENTERTAINMENT
Blues Singer Etta James Honored with 8th Annual Smooth Jazz Fest Concert
Hollywood Walk of Fame Star
— Comes to Tampa Bay —----- .. ■. ■
; - -.

After four decades of
singing the blues, Etta
James was honored last
week by Hollywood with a
star on the Walk of Fame, s*
James, 65, became the
2,223rd star honored on the
walk.

Bom Jamesetta Haw
kins, the singer was discov
ered at the age of 16 in San
Francisco by bandleader
Johnny Otis. From her first
R&B hit, "Roll With Me,
Henry," in 1954, to her
Grammy-winning salute to

Billie Holiday, "Mystery
Lady" in 1994, James has
always put the heart into
soul.
Nicknamed the "Matri
arch of the Blues," James is
perhaps best known for her
I960 version of "At Last,"

and is considered an influ
ence on singers such as
Diana Ross and Janis Jop
lin.
James' first live album
in 20 years, "Bumin' Down
the House", is scheduled
for release on May 7.

had on their lives. Author
Gloria Wade Gayles writes
that “whether the experi
ence took place in rural
Mississippi or northern
Massachusetts, in the first
grade or college, in an
English class or a science
class, the contributors from varying races, ethnic
ities, and persuasions praise their teachers for
guiding them to paths they
would not have traveled
otherwise.”

father’s sudden death when
she was six years old.
Forced to sell the farm,
Harris’ mother moved the
family to a three-room
house in Tuscaloosa where
she raised her children with
the support of a segregated
and tight-knit black com
munity. Today Harris is a
widely respected critic of
African-American litera
ture and a professor of
English at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. In this collection of
essays, Harris celebrates
the southern black culture
that shaped her and ex
plores what it means to be a
Black “Southerner.”

On the Bookshelf
Three powerful Afri
can-American novels on
midlife, southern Black
culture and inspirational
teachers are released:
Age Ain ’t Nothing but

a Number: Black Women

Explore Midlife

The days before Carleen Brice’s 35th birthday
were Tilled with panic. The
birthday itself was saved
from disaster by a visit
from her cousin, who had
recently celebrated her
40th birthday. Brice asked
her cousin how it was that
40 didn’t fill her with
dread. Her cousin ex
plained that she had finally
settled into her life. “I’m
40, and I figure that during

the first half of my life, ev
erything bad that could
happen has happened,” she
said. “The second half of
my life is for me.” In honor
of her impeding 40th birth
day, Brice compiles essays,
prose and poetry pieces by
45 Black women writers
who celebrate themselves
and find the blessing in
achieving midlife.
In

Praise

of

Our

Teachers: A Multicultural
Tribute

Those

to

Who

Inspired Us

Summer Snow

Maya Angelou, Ossie
Davis and Ruby Dee, Nikki
Giovanni,
Langston
Hughes, James Earl Jones
and others bear witness to
the impact teachers have

Trudier Harris was
bom the Sixth of nine chil
dren in Greene County,
Alabama in 1948. She lived
on her family’s prosperous
cotton farm until her

The Struggle to Save Black-Owned
Radio--------- --------------------------------------------NEW YORK - “Mega
broadcasters are gobbling
up radio stations nation
wide, leaving the unique
voice of independent,
Black-owned radio in seri
ous peril,” reports personal
finance editor Matthew S.
Scoit' jn’May’s 5/aCjk’ Tnte^
rprise cover story, aptly*
titled “Battle for the Air
waves.” “Making matters
worse, if the Federal Com
munications Commission
(FCC) has its way, pro
posed further deregulation
of the radio industry will be
the final blow to AfricanAmerican entrepreneurs
who own only one or two
stations.” The article exam
ines how the 1996 Tele
communications
Act
opened the door for consol
idation, abolishing the 40station nationwide owner
ship limit. As a result, large
radio broadcasting con
glomerates began acquiring
independent stations in
clusters, resulting in the
ability to offer advertising
packages at discounted
rates. The effect of this
ultra-competitive environ
ment on independent sta
tion operators was devas
tating. Since 1997, the
number of minority-owned
broadcasters has dropped
by 12%, from a total of 169
to 149 in 2001. That num
ber is expected to drop
even more. Simply put, the
day of the single-station

1

TY" /

a

Black

owner is over. Small Black
broadcasters have but one
choice: grow or die.
This trend impacts
African-Americans on a
number of fronts. First, it
undercuts Black entrepre
neurship in radio broad
casting. Secondly, the dom
inance of broadcasting
mortoliths limits local pro
gramming, endangering the
voice of local AfricanAmerican communities, as
the airwaves become satu
rated with national pro
grams and syndicated fare.
The third impact is the
employment of fewer
Blacks within the industry.

ciation of Black Owned
Broadcasters (NABOB)
J- y), 1 filed comments against fur
ther deregulation with the
FCC in January. Moreover,
NABOB is working with
Sen. John McCain (R-AZ),
sponsor of the Telecommu
nications ^Diyejsi'hicafioi)
*Act of 2002, which would

The number of AfricanAmericans behind the mi
crophone will continue to
shrink, with fewer Black
Stations and less original
local programming.
Deregulation propo
nents argue that radio
broadcasters need the cost
advantages associated with
size to compete with TV.,
newspapers and other large
media companies, and that
the ability to provide a na
tional platform for adver
tisers was imperative for
the industry’s survival.
To protect minority
ownership and program di
versity, the National Asso

bring back the tax certifi
cate program that offers
large broadcasters a break
on capital gains taxes if
they sell their stations to
minorities. In addition^
some Black-owned broad
casters have found winning
strategies to do battle
against the 'giants. Tama
Broadcasting Inc. currently
owns eight stations in Jack
sonville and Tampa and
Greenville, SC, and is close
to closing a deal for three
more stations. They have
been able to create clusters
by acquiring $24 million
from venture funds. Other
Black operators hope to ex
pand revenue through their
community appeal, antici
pating that their commit
ment to local programming
will separate them from the
radio giants; however, the
larger industry’s threat is
always present.
The complete story ap
pears in the May issue of
Black Enterprise, available
now on newsstands.
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ST. PETERSBURG Mark your calendars now
for the smoothest weekend
of musical entertainment in
Tampa Bay. Don’t miss the
WSJT 94.L Lexus of
Clearwater, and Lexus of
Tampa Bay Smooth Jazz
Fest Concert presented by
JP MorganChase. The con
cert will be held this Fri
day, April 25, and Saturday,
April 26, at Clearwater’s
Coachman Park.
, Friday, the featured ar

tists will be Mindi Abair
and Rick Braun; Saturday
will
feature
Norman
Brown, Warren Hill and
Jonathan Butler. Both days
will open with local talent
from previous Battle of the
Bands competition.
WSJT 94.1 would also
like to extend a special in
vitation to the active duty
U.S. Military, Clearwater
Police and Fire Depart
ments to attend the Smooth
Jazz Concert on the Bay

FREE.
For ticket information,
please contact Rose Bobier
at (727) 563-8863 for
details on how to secure 2day general admission tick
ets.
A portion of the pro
ceeds from beer and wine
sales benefit local Clearwa
ter charitable organiza
tions. Gates will open at
4:00 p.m. on Friday and
2:00 p.m. on Saturday. The
2-day general admission

ticket price is $27. There is
a limited quantity of 2-day
reserved (chairs provided/assigned seats) at $42. To
avoid service charges you
can purchase tickets at any
WSJT 94.1 event. For more
information, check the
WSJT 94.1 website at
www.wjst.com or call
WSJT at (727) 568-0941.
Tickets are also available
through Ticketmaster Out
lets and on line at www.
ticketmaster.com.

BYV! Conference Gets Spiritual------Author Kevin Powell, BET’s Jay Cooper, Soul Singer Donnie and
Several Congressional Black Caucus Members Among Speakers
WASHINGTON, DC It could be a result of the
war, the economy, or even
the realization that their cochair, Captain Sharhonda
Woods was absent due to
her deployment to the
Gulf. One thing was clear:
spirituality, love, and com
munity were foremost on
the minds of everyone dur
ing the 3rd Annual Black
Youth Vote! (BYV!) Civic
Leadership
Conference
held April 3-5 in Washing
ton, DC.
“What are you going to
do Spiritually,” asked au
thor Kevin Powell, deliver
ing a powerful keynote
address during the inspira
tional luncheon, “Remem
bering Dr. King.” Drawing
from’ Dr. Kingfsis wc/rds,
" Powell cbntinuedp-“We
need a radicaf revolution of
values.”
Powell, known as “the
Ambassador of Hip-Hop,”
brought the audience to
their feet when he charged,
“Stop being so unimagina
tive and intoxicated by
pleasure. This is a new day,
and you are obligated to
come up with new and cre
ative ways to engage
young people in the politi
cal process.” The Spiritual
Renaissance was under
way.,
After a warm welcome
by Dr. Dorothy Height,
president emerita of the
National Council of Negro
Women, and remarks by
Congressman James Clybum, Congressman Elijah
Cummings talked about the
importance of integrity
during a forum on affirma
tive action. “True leaders
must act on what they be
lieve is right, and with
stand the criticism until
others catch up,” said Rep
Cummings.
Another panel ad
dressed the impact of
HIV/AIDS on the Black
youth community and the
importance of prevention.
Jay Cooper, host of BET’s
“Teen Summit,” urged the
youth to focus on putting
officials into office who
are dedicated to providing
wider access to treatment.
Congresswoman Donna
Christian-Christensen, a
physician, added, “Voting
is important to the health of
the whole nation.”
The panel on the war
examined the long-term
physical and ’ ecdnomic
consequerices of war, and
the need to provide support
to military families impact
ed, by the war. Thd panel

L-R: Jamil Martin, BYV Detroit; KirkClay, co-chair, BYV!; Tracy D.
Sturdivant, program manager, NCBCP; theCongresswoman (US Virgin Islands);
Melanie Campbell, executive director, NCBCP; Kevin Powell, author, "Who's
Gonna Take the Weight: Power, Politics, and the Hip-Hop Generation"; Donnie,
Soul Singer; Deya Smith, former Miss Black USA and creative director, Muse
Creative Services; Sharhonda Knott, BYV! Chicago; John Taylor, BYV! Atlanta.
photos by Priscilla Clarke

Standing (1-r) Deya Smith, former Miss Black USA and radio host; Jay Cooper,
host, BET Teen Summit; Tracy Sturdivant, Program Manager NCBCP; Kevin
Powell, author "Who's Gonna Take the Weight: Power, Politics, and the Hip-Hop
Generation; " Melanie Campbell, executive director NCBCP; Kirk Clay, co-chair
BYV!; John Taylor, BYV Atlanta. Kneeling (1-r): Sharhonda Knott, BYV!
Chicago, and soul singer Donnie (The Colored Section).
was moderated by BlackPressUSA.com
editor,
George Curry.
For those who view
Black youth as a monolith
ic group, the packed town
hall meeting held at How
ard University proved oth
erwise. With views as di
verse as the audience,
which included a busload
from Eastern' Michigan
University, the youth had a
lively discussion on “The
State of Black Youth.”
Moderated by Yvonne
Bynoe of Urban Think
Tank, the panelists focused
how young people can
impact the political process
and the importance of
building strong communi
ties and coalitions. The
youth voiced their frustra
tion with being ignored by
older people, and their
objection to “elders” con
stantly telling them how to
do things. One youth chal
lenged the panelists assert
ing, “We don’t want to hear
how you do it. We want to
know how you can help us
get our job done our way.”
A brave WKYS radio
personality, DJ Iran, of
fered, “Reach out to Black
radio, we are willing to
help. There are at least
three people from radio in
this room that want to be

involved.” Soul singer
Donnie added, “The artis
tic community has histori
cally been at the forefront
of political movements,
just ask.”
Sensing the mounting
frustration among the
youth, Latosha Brown of
21st Century Youth, added,
“We are so oppressed that
even when we try to help
each other, we hurt each
other. You do what God put
in you and everything will
be OK!” The crowd roared,
and was, once again, unit
ed.
“I realized that we
have to be prepared men
tally, physically and spiri
tually in order to tackle the
critical issues we face in
the Black community,”
said Sharhonda Knott,.
Chicago BYV! coordina
tor.
During the Intergenerational Dialogue Luncheon
Ehoy Sailor, president, JC
Watts Companies, talked
about his past indiscretions
and turning his life around.
Sailor stated, “See yourself
as you can be, not as you
are. And don’t let other
people define you.”
BYV! State Coordina
tors shared success and
horror stories from the
2002 election. Drawing

from those experiences,
they worked with the other
youth to create action plans
to maximize the power of
the Black youth vote in
their communities. Regi
nald Moore, BYV! Mil
waukee, played their hiphop PSA; Jamil Martin,
BYV! Detroit; shared his
program airing on cable
TV; and John Taylor,
BYV! Atlanta, talked about
the broadcast and print
coverage of the Election
Day rally at the Atlanta
University Center.
Several talented artists
performed during a Poetry
Cipher, including, “Society
Park,” a politically con
scious rap group who came
with a group of youth sent
by Philadelphia’s New
Hope Baptist Church.
While the three-day
conference, held at the Na
tional Education Associa
tion Headquarters, incor
porated the panels to allow
the youth to voice their
opinions, the main focus of
the conference is a series of
workshops that provide the
practical tools necessary
for effective organizing.
More information on
BYV! is available at
www.bigvote.org.
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WOMAN’S WORLD
Resource Center for Women Course
Offerings —--------------- -------------------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- With the motto, “leading
the way to strength and
independence,”
thfc
Resource
Center
for
Women offers several pro

grams and services to the
community. Among them:
personal growth work
shops, career development,
parenting education, com
puter labs, community law

workshops and GED pre
testing.
The Center’s mission
aims at assisting individu
als in achieving emotional
strength, self-sufficiency

and economic stability. For
the nearest program loca
tions, call (727) 586-1110.

Local Woman Admitted to Texas
State Bar------- -------------- -------------- —
HOUSTON - On
November 12, 2002, Ra
mona Nicole Franklin
passed the Texas Bar in
Houston, TX. She was
inducted on November 18,
2002, at the Frank C. Erwin
Center, Austin, TX.
Franklin is employed >
by the Harris County Dis
trict Attorney’s office in
Houston as an Assistant
District Attorney.
Franklin is the daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Villa
Don Franklin (Mary Ann)

of St. Petersburg, FL.
Franklin is a graduate of
Lakewood High School
She received her B.A.
Degree from Florida A&M
University, Tallahassee,
and her M.A. Degree from
Lynn University of Boca
Raton and completed law
school at Cooley Law
School, Lansing, MI.
Franklin is a member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc., and attended
Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church.

Command Sgt. Major Michele S. Jones
Makes History
ARLINGTON, VA. As soldiers were mobilized
and deployed in prepara
tion for war, Michele S.
Jones was given the elite
task of serving as the prin-.
cipal liaison between en
listed soliders and the
Chief of the Army Reserve.
In accepting the prestigious
position of Command
Sergeant Major of the
Army Reserve last Octo
ber, Jones became the first
female and the highestranking enlisted person in
the Army Reserve.
"I am where I am be'cause of my soldiers. I am
who I am because of my
soldiers. And I will be the
best I can be because of my
soldiers," Jones said. "It is
my commitment and re
sponsibility at all times to
take care of soldiers."
By monitoring support
services and solider train
ing and readiness and ad
vising Army Reserve lead
ership, Jones helps ensure
the well-bing of all soldiers
and their families before,
during and after military
action. She travels the
country listening to the
concerns of soldiers and relays these concerns to Ar
my officials at the Pen
tagon.
Jones also works to
ensure that the needs of
Army reserve soliders and
their families are met while
they are deployed. This in
cludes medical attention
and employment-related
issues for soldiers and their
families.
"Emotional, financial,
housing and legal support
for family members who
are left behind is offered
through several Army Re
serve programs, including
on that: connects families

that are still here," Jones
said. "Training, leadership,
counseling, caring and
communication are very
important principles to
me."
Jones entered the Army
in 1982. She attended Ba
sic Training in Fort Jackson, SC, and Advanced
Individual Training at Fort
Benjamin Harrison, Ind.
She has held every non
commissioned officer posi
tion, including squad lea
der, platoon sergeant, first
sergeant and command ser
geant major. She was the
first woman to serve as
class president at the U.S.
Sergeants Major Academy.
She has received nu
merous awards and decora
tions including the Legion
of Merit, Meritorious Ser
vice Medal, Army Com
mendation Medal to name
a few.
Jones has an Associate
of Arts Degree in General
Studies and graduated cum
laude with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Business
Administration from Fay
etteville State University.
She is currently completing
her Master of Arts in Man-

agement/Intemational Re
lations.
Command
Sergeant
Major Michele S. Jones
assumed command on Oc
tober 28, 2002. As
the
command sergeant major
of the Army Reserve, Jones
is the principal enlisted ad
visor to the Chief, Army
Reserve.
Jones entered the Army
in 1982. She attended Ba
sic Training at Fort
Jackson, SC, and Advanced
Individual Training at Fort
BenjaminHarrison, IN.
Jones has held every
key NCO position, to in
clude squad leader, platoon
sergeant, first sergeant and
command sergeant major.
She was the first woman to
serve as class president at
the United States Sergeants
Major Academy (Class 48).
Additionally, she was
selected by the Chief,
Army Reserve, to serve as
the U.S. Army Reserve rep
resentative for the Chief of
Staff of the Army, Army
Development System XXI
Task Force and was subse
quently chosen as the Core
Team Leader for the En
listed Personnel Manage

ment System section of the
task force.
Her previous assign
ments include: Command
Sergeant Major, 3d Bat
talion, 78 th Regiment,
Baltimore, MD; Instructor,
Sergeant's Major Academy,
Fort Bliss, TX; Acting
Command Sergeant Major,
2d Battalion, 78th Regi
ment, Baltimore; First Ser
geant, Headquarters and
Headquarters Detachment,
2d Battalion, 78th Regi
ment, Baltimore; Mobiliza
tion, Validation and Train
ing Team NCOIC, Fort
Bragg, NC; First Sergeant,
U.S. Army Special Opera
tions Command (Airborne)
(Troop Program Unit), Fort
Bragg; First Sergeant, U.S.
Army Civil Affairs and
Psychological Operations
Command (Airborne), Fort
Bragg; Senior Legal NCO,
Fort Bragg; Legal Instruc
tor, First United States
Army, Fort Meade, MD;
Legal NCO, 510th Theater
Army Support Group, Fort
Belvoir, VA; Legal Spe
cialist, Fort Carson, CO.
Her overseas assign
ments include Hanau and
Rhineberg, Germany, Hon
duras and Panama. She was
called to active duty for
Operations Desert Shield/Storm, Restore Hope, Pro
vide Comfort, Joint Endea
vor and Noble Eagle.
Her awards and deco
rations include the Legion
of Merit, Meritorious Ser
vice Medal, Army Com
mendation Medal (with 3d
Oak Leaf Cluster), Army
Achievement Medal (with
3rd Oak Leaf Cluster),
Good Conduct Medal and
the Army Reserve Compo
nents Achievement Medal
(4th Oak Leaf Cluster),
among others.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Earns United
Nations Honor------- ——
------------ —
Washington, DC Delta Sigma Theta Sorori
ty, Inc. was granted Special
Consultive Status as a NonGovernmental
Organi
zation to the Economic and
Social Council of the
United Nations. The presti
gious designation, one of
very few granted to an

African-American
wo
men's organization, permits
the sorority to provide
analysis and expertise in
monitoring and implement
ing international agree
ments on issues of mutual
concern, including the sta
tus of women and children,
in which the United

Nations is involved.
Gwendolyn Boyd is
national president of Delta
Sigma Theta, one of the
oldest and largest AfricanAmerican women's groups
in the nation with more
than 950 chapters. Founded
in 1913, the organization
provides service and sup

USF St. Petersburg Hires AfricanAmerican Political Science Professor
TAMPA - The nation’s
Capital and Howard Uni
versity are losing an expert
in American government
and politics, but their loss
is St. Petersburg’s gain.
Nicole Elaine Johnson,
Ph.D:, accepted an associ
ate professorship at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg and will be
gin teaching government
and international affairs
the fall session.
Struck by the college’s
“direction” and “energy,”
Johnson said, “It was quite
obvious that the faculty and
administration is very com
mitted to the university and
excited about the growth
on the horizon. I was very
encouraged about the di
rection the university is
going.”
“This is a win-win situ
ation,” said Dr. Gary Ol graduate courses in nation
son, interim associate vice al government, public
president of Academic Af opinion and propaganda,
fairs. “Not only will she political behavior and in
win in having a job at this troduction to Black poli
wonderful institution, but tics.
we will win in that we will
Johnson has been pub
benefit from her experience lished in the Southeastern
and her perspective.”
Political Review as well as
While working at other publications on sub
Howard University, a pres jects such as “Resources
tigious, historically Black and the Representation of
college, Johnson taught African-Americans in the
both undergraduate and State Legislature” and

in

“Preparing Future Faculty
at an Historically Black
College/University.”
Johnson is currently
researching several topics
of interest, including the
conditional effects of racial
cues in candidate evalua
tions and the costs of mobi
lizing around health issues
for black women.
The African-American
Institute calIed on Johnson
to conduct a series of lec

GOD- BLESS AMERICA

SISTAHS SUPPORT BREAST

HEALTH

Save another womans life. Host a Sistah Party. These get-togethers
give women the opportunity to discover the power of early

breast-cancer detection. St Anthony’s Health Care, serving the
African-American population for more than70 years, will support

your Sistah Party.
As a hostess, you need to;

• Invite 5 friends or
relatives
* Provide a location

* Prepare a
• Follow-up with your

guests

To host a Sistah Party, call (727) 825-1056.

port to local communities,
creates opportunities for
the development of youth,

supports quality education,
provides
scholarships,
sponsors artistic inno
vation, and produces new
projects that stimulate cur
rent and future economic
growth.

tures on “Checks and Bal
ances and Separation of
Powers: Our United States
Government” for women
parliamentarians from Sen
egal and for municipal
councilors from Tunisia.
“I think one special tal
ent I’ll bring to the univer
sity is the fact I have had a
great deal of experience at
many different universi
ties,” said Johnson. “I have
attended a small liberal arts
school, a large public uni
versity, and a historically
black college. I think this
experience has helped me
be very accommodating to
student needs.”
Johnson received her
bachelor’s degree from
Spelman College and both
her master’s and doctorate
from the University of Wis
consin in Milwaukee. Her
major fields of study
included political and vot
ing behavior, race and eth
nicity, political psychology,
political participation, and
state and urban politics. In
addition, she attended the
University
of
New
Hampshire, University of
Michigan and Ohio State
University.
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
BROOKSVILLE
Greetings. Here's hoping
all of our friends had a
blessed Resurrection Sun
day (Easter). Here at Mt.
Zion, we had a wonderful
service with Pastor Lowery
bringing us the Word. His
sermon title, "Good News
from the Graveyard," was
thought-provoking and let
us know that the only way
to our heavenly home
above is to be received by
Jesus who died for us on
Calvary.
The Youth Department
presented different speech
es, and songs with Kalil
Bennett and James Ste

phens acting as program
leaders. The YPD Director
did a wonderful job with
the young people, as usual.
The young adults, Tiffany
Adams and Jemice Martin,
along with Robert Huggins
presiding, were in charge
of the worship service. The
Mass Choir sang music,
befitting fdr Easter Sunday,
directed and accompanied
by the Minister of Music,
Fairella Cook.
We neglected to men
tion last week that on the
church anniversary pro
gram, the music was fur
nished by the Hernando
County Male Chorus. This

Local Members of AKA The Pacesetters’ Club to Sponsor
Sorority, Inc., Attend
“A Burst of Spring” Pageant
—
Regional Conference—
For further informa
OCALA
The ship fund.

is a group that you really
should hear, if you have an
opportunity to do so. Sam
Cook and Robert Huggins
sing with the H C. Male
Chorus, and Fairella Cook
accompanied the group on
the piano.
You are invited to Mt.
Zion for any of our servic
es. Our doors are always
open to receive you. For
further information, leave a
message at the office (352)
796-1955, or call Pastor
Lowery at (727)866-0126.
Have a blessed week,
and remember, "Love
makes the difference."

OCALA - Recently 10
members of Eta Tau Ome
ga Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., attended their South
Atlantic Regional Confer
ence in Miami on April 1013.
This
Conference
marked the Region’s 50th
year celebration with the
theme, “The Spirit of
AKA: A Golden Experi
ence.” The Conference
was spiced with many dy
namic speakers, work
shops and attending to the
business of the Sorority.
Members in atten
dance were Tijuana Jen
kins Woods, Gwendolyn
Sims, Beverly Neasman,
Vickye Vaughns, Traci
Crawford, Linda Luckey,

There Is A Reason To Read
The Weekly Challenger

STATE NEWS
B-CC Prepares for Commencement
Activities-------- ------------------------ -------DAYTONA BEACH Bethune-Cookman College
(B-CC) is preparing for its
Annual Spring Graduation.
The Baccalaureate Cere
mony will be held in the
Richard V. Moore, Sr.
Gymnasium, Sunday, May
4 at 3:00 p.m. (The proces•sionaL will- begin" "at 2:30
P.M. in front of the Har
rison Rhodes building).
With approximately 250
individuals to receive bach

Rev. Rudolph
McKissick

elor of arts and science
degrees the Commence
ment Ceremony has been
set for Monday, May 5 at
10:00 am. in the Ocean
Center. The Commence
ment speaker will be Dr.
Dr. Charles G. Adams; the
Baccalaureate Speaker will
be Rev.'Rudolph McKis
sick.
Events leading up to
Commencement include:
the Service of Consecration

at the Heyn Memorial
Chapel of B-CC, the
Nurses Pinning/Capping
Ceremony, the Wreath
Laying Service at the
Founder’s gravesite, the
Senior and Alumni and
Parents breakfast in the
President’s Dining Room.
For more information
please contact the Office of
Public Relations at (386)
481-298

State to Provide Extra Assistance for
Struggling Students and Their Families
Read to Learn Program Includes Summer Reading Camps, Reading
Workshops and Reading Mentors
TAMPA - Governor
feb Bush recently anlounced a package of edu;ational programs to assist
itudents who are struggling
o meet the state's standards
n order to graduate from
ligh school, or be promot;d to the next grade. Gov;mor Bush was joined by
Commissioner of Educaion Jim Home, who said
hat the Department of
education (DOE) was temrorarily reassigning 35
employees to work fullime to better meet the
ihort 'and long term needs
)f Florida's straggling stulents, as well as their
eachers and families.
> "Last year, 27 percent
)f all third graders in
Florida scored a Level 1 on
he reading portion of the
7CAT, and yet sadly, only
5.3 percent were retained.
Struggling students were

promoted to the fourth grade FCAT. The Governor
grade without the neces announced the new pro
sary skills to succeed gram at Laura Ci Saunders
there," said Governor Elementary School in
Bush. "[Now], we start a Homestead and later at
new chapter. Not only do Cahoon Elementary School
we mark the end of social in Tampa. Lt. Governor
promotion in Florida, but Jennings announced the
we also mark the beginning program at Wheatley Ele
of a lifetime of learning mentary School in Apopka
opportunities for students and later at Smart Pope
Elementary
who otherwise would have Livingston
been left behind. For the . School in Jacksonville.
first time for many of them, i
State law now requires
they will finally be getting extra time and assistance
the extra time and assis be given to struggling third
tance they need to be suc grade readers before they
are promoted to the fourth
cessful."
The assistance initia grade. Students who are
tive, called Read to Learn, currently reading signifi
is targeted specifically to cantly below grade level
ward third graders who may heed to repeat the
have scored a Level 1 on third grade in order to mas
the reading portion of the ter the basic skills they will
Florida Comprehensive As need in order to be success
sessment Test (FCAT), and ful in the fourth grade and
high school seniors who beyond. Additionally, high
have yet to pass the 10th school seniors must pass

the 10th grade FCAT be
fore they can graduate.
They have six opportuni
ties to pass the test. The
FCAT is designed to meas
ure a student's ability to
meet the Sunshine State
Standards, which were cre
ated by teachers and educa
tors, to make sure Florida's
public school children were
learning a year's worth of
knowledge in a year's time.
At the Governor's di
rection, DOE is re-deploy
ing resources and expand
ing access to services both
at the state and local levels.
The Legislature has appro
priated funds for this pur
pose and by re-prioritizing
Supplemental Academic
Instruction funds, as well
as leveraging existing grant
money to expand access, as
much as $41 million could
be made available to assist
these struggling students.

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNS

Can Find These Products At These Locations:
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321-5545
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327-3354

323-4840
| & C Hair Di ska
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447-3090
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Za-Lavar's
321-1930

gfiNiiR Si.v.l Unisix Sai on
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1
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1
1

321-8146
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322-1712

Joyce Sanders, Donna
Darden, Leah TaylorGibson
and
Loretta
Pompey Jenkins.
Beverly Neasman re
ceived recognition as the
Chapter’s 2002 “Soror of
the Year” and Kathlyn Ki
ner for leadership as Presi
dent of the local Chapter.
Attendees at the Con
ference responded to a
special financial request
for funds to help restore
the Jefferson-Reeves Re
covery House that had
been damaged by a recent
tornado. The group col
lected over $3,000.00.

Pacesetters’ Club, Inc., will
sponsor “A Burst of
Spring” Pageant - “Master
Debonair” and “Little Miss
Pacesetters.” This event
will benefit their scholar-

The Pageant will be
held on Saturday, May 24,
at 3:00 p.m. at the Gospel
Temple Church of God in
Christ, 705 NW 13th Ave
nue.

tion, please contact Aretha
Anderson at (352) 3510799 or Loretta Pompey
Jenkins at (352) 351-0824.

NAACP
Annual Freedom
Fund and Awards Banquet —
OCALA - The Marion
County Branch of the
National Association for
the Advancement of Col
ored People will hold its
Annual Freedom Fund and
Awards Banquet on Friday,
May 16, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Pioneer Garden Club on
East Silver Springs Blvd.

Tickets are available
by contacting the Branch
Office Monday, Wednes
day or Friday from 3:006:00 p.m. at (352) 3514560 or Loretta Pompey
Jenkins at (352) 351-0824.
Nominees are also be
ing accepted for the Rever
end Frank G. Pinkston Hu

Kash n' Karry

manitarian Award. The
Award honors (living or
deceased) an individual
who has given unselfishly
of his/her time and talents
in the area of civil and hu
man rights. Contact the
Branch Office for any addi
tional information.

ft'4
Enjoy these special
values, available
this week onlyl
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Wish from pg. 1

The store is in close
proximity to the University
of South Florida, whose
students have been buying
textbooks from her for
more than seven years.
One important ques
tion that surfaces in the
business of Black books
and one that irritates ethnic
book store operators is
whether Black people do
read and to what extent.
“They may be some
truth to the fact that Black
people don't read, and it
might be that we are still
recovering from the prohi
bition white people placed
on us reading during slav
ery,” said Harrison, the
Fort Lauderdale store oper
ator.
“Consider the fact that
Black women were first
given permission to read,
and consequently became
our first readers and school
teachers,” he added.
Maybe that’s why
Black women account for
the greater proportion of
purchases from Black
bookstores.
All the bookstore own
ers said upwards of 75 per
cent of their customers are
women. And they are buy
ing primarily romance and
inspiration literature.
Wintons said that her
book retailing experience
shows that Black people do
read a lot, Most of her re
peat customers are women
and their children.
“Women will frequent
my store at least once every
five to 10 days, while men
will stop by once every two
to three months,” she said.
“Men will buy about four
books per visit and women
will buy one or two books
per visit. Women buy fic
tion and self-help books
and men will buy nonfic
tion/’
“It’s a myth that we as
a people do not read,” said
William Clark of Afro-In
Books in Miami.
“In fact, we are proba
bly the fastest growing sec
tor in this market due to the
fact that so many AfricanAmerican authors are on
the horizon,” she said.
A crucial question is if
indeed Black people are
buying more books in re
cent years, then why aren’t
Black bookstores enjoying
more success?
The bookstore owners
interviewed think most of
the increase in sales of
Black literature is probably
occurring at the major
brick-and-mortar chains,
such as Barnes & Noble
and Borders in addition to
online
retailers
like
Amazon.com.
With that kind of com
petition and category-killi
ng, the mom and pop Black
bookstores face a formida
ble challenge, said Perkins.
“This is obviously a
very serious combination
of threats ... a case of Who
Moved My Cheese and
how we react to these
changes. The answer is not
as easily reached as ‘if you
can't beat 'em, join 'em,”’
Perkins said.
There is hope, howev
er, against what she charac
terizes as the Goliaths of
the industry.
First, she said, Black
bookstores must welcome

and support Black writers. disadvantaged child care
Most of them already do centers. The foundation
that by having book sign furnishes the centers a
ings, some of them several schedufe that includes daily
reading sessions for each
a month.
Then, Black writers age group, from babies to
must choose and support 5-year-olds.
“We also give a book a
Black . bookstores even
after they are on the top of month to each child in the
the bestseller lists. That center, to start, and enhance
occurs so infrequently be his/her own home library,”
cause the Black writers Perkins said. Foundation
who make it have figure workshops every month
they have wider reach with also help parents to devel
Barnes & Noble appear op teaching tools they can
ances than the mom-and- use at home with their own
pop Black stores in the children.
Black History Month
inner city.
every
February typically is
To further help in the
struggle against the major a high point in sales for
book retailers, Perkins said, many Of the Florida Black
Black book distributors bookstores. They recognize
must “give good and hon that and in their marketing
est” service to Black book efforts try to convey to cus
stores. And, finally Black tomers that “Every Month
customers should remain is Black History Month,” a
loyal to Black bookstores slogan some use on busi
even though they can find ness cards and in advertis
whatever they need at the ing.
Perkins said that Feb
major retailers. It’s a matter
of pride and turning their ruary does create high in
dollars over in the Black terest, and brings a sub
stantial boost to sales and
community, she said.
The Clarks in Miami “we try to take full advan
see a need to go a step fur tage of the opportunity to
ther, beyond book signings react to the demand, while
and story hours to attract' also creating ideas and
new customers. They think developing strategies to
that Black bookstores keep the momentum up
should get with the techno throughout the year.”
Books for Thought
logical changes and adapt
owner
Wintons agreed:
stores to remain competi
“Black history month is a
tive.
“Adding computers,- good month to gain new
Internet access and coffee customers.” she said.
bars are what will sustain “These people may come
this business for a while in to buy literature for their
longer,” she said. “The out office, child's book report,
look looks bleak unless we posters, etc., and once
they're in the store they see
change with the times.”
Her husband thinks all the other items.”
The Clarks at Afro-In
that a national media cam
paign could boost business Books and Things in
Miami said that while it is
for Black bookstores.
“Someone like Tom , true that a great deal of
Joyner and his morning their business is done dur
show asking listeners to ing the month of February,
frequent Black bookstores for them, “it is really a sea
and start Black book clubs sonal thing with business
around the country (would going on the upswing upon
the start of school in Sep
help),” he said.
“I would like to see tember and trailing off
people with means (actors, somewhat after Black His
artists, ball players) take tory Month.”
Although the Black
existing bookstores under
their wings and help bookstore owners aren’t
enhance them. I would like getting rich, they’re not
to see Black people make completely bemoaning the
their No. 1 priority know decision to cater to a niche
ing about their history her market. And, there are
itage and culture. Of some bright spots.
Perkins said that she
course, this must be facili
gets
immense psychic ful
tated by their local Black
fillment when organiza
bookstore.
“We don’t need to look tions recognize the impact
any further than our two that Montsho has had on
kids (to see how reading the. community by reward
has helped elevate their ing her and" the business
personal self-esteem and with accolades.
“I am always pleased,”
we know that we have
facilitated the same level of she said, “to have children
confidence in other fami who were my students in
elementary school many
lies,” he added.
In Orlando, Perkins has years ago, now parents and
gone that extra mile to gen grandparents themselves,
erate more interest in books bring their own offspring to
and reading within the meet me in my own book
Black community by cre store.”
The good strokes oth
ating a foundation to pro
ers enjoy come from con
mote family literacy.
The foundation has a verting casual browsers
sort of holistic approach to into customers, as is often
serving the community the case for Wintons.
“I love seeing my cus
while developing a stream
of new Black readers by tomers become readers.
arousing a desire to read in Especially those who come
the very young. The strate in the store to buy a greet
gy goes beyond just selling ing card and one day wan
books and figurines, Per der into the book section.
There they see a book they
kins said.
The nonprofit Montsho think they'll like, they buy
Foundation, through its it and become hooked,” she
“Read to Me”s project pro said.
Reprinted with permis
vides a start-up library of
new, multicultural, age- sion from FlaVour maga
appropriate books for five zine.

State Program, Sorority Aim to Help Children
with Hearing Loss ———
TALLAHASSEE - A
$5,000 KiDs Grant has
been awarded to The Talla
hassee Alumnae Associa
tion of Kappa Delta Sor
ority by the National Kap
pa Delta Foundation for the
Children's Medical Ser
vices (CMS) program, part
of the Florida Department
of Health (DOH). The
grant will go towards help
ing Florida families of
babies with hearing loss by
providing educational ma
terials for parents state- ,
wide.
“We appreciate this
kind contribution of the
Tallahassee Alumnae Asso
ciation of Kappa Delta.
These types of innovative
partnerships are invaluable
to the Department of
Health,” said DOH Secre

tary John O. Agwunobi, Program has developed a
M.D., M.B.A. “The KiDs special program compo
Grant will enable us to fur nent to assist families of in
ther help families with the fants and toddlers with per
support they need most.”
manent hearing loss. The
Hearing loss is the Early Intervention Pro
most common birth defect gram, through 16 local pro
and can cause lifelong grams, provides screening,
developmental delays if not evaluation, service coordi
treated in the first months nation, and early interven
of life. Florida law requires tion services based on a
that the hearing of all new Family Support Plan tai
borns be screened, prefer lored to meet the individual,
ably within the first day of needs of the child, parents,
life. It is expected that less and other caregivers.
The special compo
than 4% of Florida's
205,000 newborns will not nent, called SHINE, or
pass this early hearing Serving Hearing Impaired
screening and that 500-600 Newborns Effectively, as
babies will be diagnosed sists parents in developing
with hearing loss by audi an understanding of the im
ologists every year.
plications of hearing loss
The Children's Medical and the skills to assist their
Services Infants and Tod child's optimal. develop
dlers Early Intervention ment. When parents of

children identified with source basket of education
hearing loss at birth are ac al materials to be loaned to
tively involved in an early parents who are receiving
intervention program the services from the SHINE
children Can be expected to component of their local
have little or no delay in Infants and Toddlers Early
language development by Intervention Program.
For more information
the time they reach sehool
age. Critical to achieving on SHINE or local Early
Programs,
this outcome is the parent's Intervention
please
contact
Children's
understanding of the need
for consistent use of effec Medical Services, Infant
tive communication strate and Toddler's Early Inter
vention Program at (850)
gies.
Funds from the Kappa 245-4200. To access CMS
Delta KiDs Grant were website information: http://
used to purchase video www9.myflorida.com/cms
tapes and books that. de /index.html. For more in
scribe and show the differ formation on the SHINE
ent types of communica component of EIP, contact
tion options and the impor http://www.cms-kids.com.
tance of interacting effec
tively at every opportunity.
The videos and other mate
rial are included in a re

WE ELCOME YOUR ARTICLES
REGARDING COMMUNITY AND SPECIAL EVENTS. PLEASE
SEND VIA FAX, EMAIL OR SIMPLY STOP BY THE OFFICE.
YOUR PHOTOS REGARDING THESE EVENTS ARE ALSO
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Some things can be rewarding

wi th little effort

Crown Classic Banking 5 Designed For People 5O +
Benefits Include:

• A checking account with interest rates that increase as your balance does
• Free Gold Check Card' and free Crown checks
• Two monthly no-fee withdrawals at other banks’ ATMs2
• Free traveler’s checks and standard-size safe deposit box

• Two additional accounts with no monthly service fee3

Crown Classic Banking is a premium checking package designed especially for you. To

avoid a monthly service fee, simply maintain an average daily balance of

$IOOO

in

Wachovia deposit accounts or $IOOO in lines of credit and/or installment loan balances,

j

It’s a great way to enjoy all the benefits of premium checking without the hassles of fees.

Open a Crown Classic Banking account today.

Visit any Wachovia Financial Center, call 800-400-7197 or go to wachovia.com/crown.
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Religious News
Bethel Metropolitan
Church-—
—
The Bethel Metro
politan Church Family
invite you to share the
Word with us on Sunday at
our 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 am
services, and Sunday
School at 9:30 am. The
Praise Team, Mass Choir
and Youth Ushers will
serve,
REVIVAL!! REVIV
AL!! REVIVAL!! As part
of our Centennial Cele
bration we open call upon
our community to praise
God with us in our Spring
Revival, April 27-29, 2003,
7:00 p.m. nightly. The
Messenger for the Revival
will be Reverend Darrell L.
Gilyard, Pastor Shiloh
Metropolitan Baptist Chur
ch, Jacksonwille, FL.
Local churches in
charge each night are
Pastor C.E. Williams and
Greater St. Paul MBC on
Sunday night, Pastor D.
Franklin
Brown
and

Bethel A.M.E.
who supported them in this
effort.
As we rapidly approach
our Annual Calendar Tea,
scheduled for May 18,
2003, the bees at Bethel are
busy preparing for our
annual "Dine With Men
Who Cook". .
This
fundraising event Will fea
ture chefs from as far away
as New York, City. "Dine
With Men Who Cook" will
be held on April 27, 2003,
ticket donation is $20.00.
The members of Bethel
extend an invitation to the
local community to come
and taste the delicious
dishes prepared by men
who cook.
The month of’ May
promises to be a ery busy.
The following activities are
scheduled to support the
Annual Calendar Tea: May
3, 2003Dinner sales,
May 10, 2003- "Church
Block Party."
The calendar months
invite the community to
come share in these funfilled activities.
The
Church Block Party will
feature fun & games, food,
face-painting, and ice
cream as well as other food
items. We solicit your sup
port in this event.
As we continue in our
Services to the community,
We continue to focus on the
Church’s mission of saving
souls. In that light, we offer
the following church min
istries and programs to the
members and local com
munity:
• Breakfast and Bible
Study
(BBS)
8:00A
Sunday morning
• 9:00A
Sunday.
Church School
• 10:30A Morning
Worship Service
• 7:00P Tuesday Bible
Study

"And Jesus said unto
them, Come ye after me,
Traveler's Rest MBC on
and I will make you to
Monday night, ahd Pastor
become fishers of men."
John Evans and Friendship
(St. Mark 1:17)
MBC on Tuesday night.
Bethel A.M.E. Church,
Come and lift His name,
located at 912 3rd Avenue
and hear the Word from
North, St. Petersburg, cele
this dynamic man of God.
brated it’s Easter Sunrise
Bethel Metropolitan
services at 7:00 a.m. with
desires to be a friendly ‘
the members of St. Mark
people, who offer a kalei
A.M.E., St. Petersburg, FL,
doscope of ministries for
Rev. Keturah Pittman,
all ages and interest. If you
Pastor. Reverend Roose
are seeking a place of wor
velt Hardy, Pastor of
ship, we open our doors to
Bethel A.M.E., delivered a
you, to unite with this
spirit-filled message on the
church family in giving a
Resurrection of our Lord
positive Christian witness
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
in the spirit of worship.
Those in attendance gave
praises and thanks to God
for sending His Son, who
suffered and died on the
cross, for the sins of the
world.
Following the Sunrise
services, the bees of Bethel
returfied to the beehive for
- GOD morning worship services
which began at 10:30a.m..
Rev. Hardy once again
delivered a soul-stirring
message about
"The
Benefits of Following
Jesus," extracted from St.
26 at 10:00 a.m.
Mark 1:16-18 and 2:14.
• Baptist Men - April
The house was filled with
26 at 6:00 plm.
the Holy Spirit. Visitors,
• 4th Sunday Fellow?
members and friends were
ship - April 27 after ll:0Q
uplifted and reminded that
a.ni. service. - come and eat
it is always good to follow
with us.
Jesus.
• Singles Ministry
During the morning
• National Day of
worship service, the Music
Prayer - May 1 at 12:20
Department of Bethel cul
p.m. at City Hall
minated its’ hymnal drive
by dedicating 100 African
• Baptist Men Prayer
Line - 823-8724 or 1-866Methodist hymnals to the
772-9901
church. These hymnals
A cooperative South
were purchased by mem
ern Baptist, multi-cultural
bers and friends in honor of
church where everybody is
or in memory of a loved
welcome!
One. The hymnals will be
ready for distribution and
use, on the first Sunday in
May. The Music depart
Baptist Church
ment gives thanks to all

“Have you

read my

Bestseller?”

Lake Maggiore Baptist
Church -— -------- ——
The mission df Lake
Maggiore Baptist Church
is to be a covenant fellow
ship: worshipping God,
equipping the believers,
evangelizing the lost, min
istering effectively. (Mat
thew 28:19-20).
We have a community
food pantry and clothes
closet that is a Ministry of
PRAY Ministry sponsored
by Lake Maggiore Baptist

Church and Southside Tab
ernacle Baptist Church.
Upcoming Ministries:
• Street Ministry April 25 at 6:00 p.m.
• Youth Group - April

New Covenant

3850 Pompano Drive SE, Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: 865-9636

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838
The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

Forget not the
Lord and His
many blessings!

“Come let us worship
the Lord in the beauty of
holiness.”
The New Hope Mis
sionary Baptist Church
family invitesyqu to come
and worship With us.
Sunday School begins
at 9:00 a.m. with Brenda
Adams ih charge.
Morning worship be
gins at 10:15 a.m. with the
Deacons in charge of
Devotion. The Youth Choir
will render Praise and.
Worship Service.
Sunday is ,pur Anniral
Youth Day, and Minister
Shawn Thomas of Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church
will deliver the Bread of
Life. Please join us in a
spirit-filled worship serv
ice.
Senior Citizens Day isSaturday, April 26, at 4:00
p.m.

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Deacon. Ministry.................................................. .............................. Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry................................................................ ..
James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry ......................... .. ............................................,. Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry ............. . . ............................................... .. . . . Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church—
—
The Deaconesses and ziz Okah, St. John Mis
the Lester M. Spivey Mis sionary Baptist Church.
The purpose of the
sionary Guild invite you to
come and worship with us school by Mary Callier,
as we present to you:
host church.
Summary by'Mission
Devotion by Louise
Norris, St. John Mission ary Vemalye Denson.
All the above take
ary Baptist Church, and
Maggie Jordan, Queen place Sunday, April 27,
Street Church of God in 4:00 p.m. at Mt. Pilgrim
Missionary Baptist Chur
Christ.
The purpose of the ch.
Please come and be a
home by Minister Doris
Lewis, Bethel Community part of this service as we
Baptist Church., , , ,.. give God the praises for
The purpose of the the' great things he has
‘ church by Missionary Oz- done.

ill Baptist

Macedonia
Church ——
Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church will hold a
Dedication Service at 10
a.m. on Sunday, April 27
followed by a musical at 4
p,m. The community and

bers
Friday, April 25
Praise Team reheasal at
5:30 p.m.
Church Anniversary
Service at 7 p.m. •
Saturday, April 26
Christian Education
Ministry Meeting at 10
a.m.
Monday, April 28
Deacon
Ministry
Meeting
Wednesday, April 30
Youth Bible Study at 7
p.m.
Prayer Meeting (led by
Deacons) at 7 p.m.
Adult Bible Study at
7:30 p.m.
Anyone interested in
attending any of these serv
ice, please contact the
church office at (727) 8224869 in advance of the
event.

friends are invited to
attend. The week's events
will include a Worship
Service will be held at 7
p.m. Thursday, May 1, and
a
Youth
Musical

Extravaganza will be held
at 7 p.m. on Friday, May 2.
The church is located at
900 16th Avenue South in
St. Petersburg. Elder Tony
Smith is Pastor.

New Faith
Methodist Church
2427 Irving Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 824-2814, Pastor • 323-1290, Church
‘PJd'LM'E: Looting Upward, Searching Inward, Striving Onward

Sunday Morning Services

Sunday School ......................................... 9:30 am
Morning Worship....................................11:00 am
Youth Bible Study............... ..
.Wed. 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Service Wed. 7:00 pm

Rev. Curtiss L. Long, Pastor

“In His Presence Ministry”
4000 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

1301 - 37th Street SOuth, St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 327-0789
Sunday Worship Sendees -11:00 AM

Food Bank Open Wednesday - 9:30 AM -1:00 PM FREE BREAD

Mid-Week Prayer Services Wednesday -11:00 AM -12:00 AM
Bible Study Thursday - 7:00 PM

A ‘Woman After
Spirituatty Connected
(Jod’s
Cattfor Trayers &
Ou>n (Heart...
‘Testimonies

Greater St. Paul
lissionary Baptist Church
532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

.. ....•■■•■■ 9;30 am11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night

General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer

MHH

Rev* Alfonzo Bush
Pastor/Teacher &
Gail D. Bush
Wife/First Lady

First Baptist Institutional Church

We welcome you at all times.

Schedule of Services
Church School......................... 9:30 a.m,
Morning Worship ......... ............. 11a.m.
Baptist Training Union .............. . .5 p.m.
Evening Worship .................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday........................ ..
.7 p.m.
“One weefjrom cfturcft mafes one weaf.”

□m

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church
"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
PhOne: 323-7518
Rev. Wayne

G.

912 Third Avenue NOrth
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
PhOne: 727-822-2089

Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship - ll:OO

Meeting & Teachers Meeting

Clyde williams

ple's department and the
youth workers who will
render servic this fourth
Sunday. The membership is
reminded of its spiritual
and financial obligations.
Worship Experiences:
Contemporary Service
at 8 a.m.
Life
Development
Sunday School (for all
ages) at 9:30 am.
Traditional Service at
11 a.m.
Pastor will preside at
both the 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.
services
Weekly Activities:
Thursday, April 24
Study the Scriptures
and
Nursing
Home
Visitation
Midday Bible Study at
II a.m.
Pastor Browne will
meet with all choir mem

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Morning Worship

Weekly events:
• Prayer meeting and
Bible Study, Tuesday, 6:30
p.m.
• Prayer Band, Thurs
day, 11:00 a m.
• Youth Choir rehears
al, Thursday, 6:00 p.m.
• Mass Choir rehears
al, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Upcoming event:
• 90th Church Anni
versary, May 14, 15, 16
and 18; theme: “Jesus
Christ - A Divine Meal Ev
ery Time. ” (Psalm 34:8).

The Reoerend Don A. Giskin, Pastor
2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

nday School..

Welcome one, wel
come all to God's House.
Pastor D. Franklin Browne
and
the
Anniversary
Committee invites all to
share
in
the
59th
Anniversary Observance of
Travelers' Rest Missionary
Baptist Church at 7 p.m. on
Friday, April 25. Special
guests will be New Faith
Free Methodist and Pastor
Curtis L. Long. This year's
celebration
is
titled:
"Without a Vision, the
People Will Perish." The
anniversary colores are
purple and white.
On Sunday, April 27 at
5 p.m., the culminating
service will have the Rev.
Constance Samuels and
Earth Mission Miracle
Temple of Deliverance as
the special guests. We give
thanks to our young peo

New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church
——

^L|tlait2lpLfta Cnmmuntt^ (Ctjurctf

Pastor, Joseph Bobby Reid
Prayer/Praise Service ... 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ... 10:00 a.m.

- • . Music Ministries
(Youth and Adult)
• Junior Church
• Transportation and
Homeless
Feeding
Ministries
For additional informa
tion on these and other
events contact the Church"
Office at (727) 822-2089,
M-F, 9:00 am.-4:00 p.m.
"For all this, I consid
ered in my heart even to
declare all this, that the
righteous, and the wise,
and their works, are in the
hand
of
God..."
(Ecclesiastes 9:1).
Join us as we give
praises to the Lord for
when praises go up, bless
ings come down."

Travelers* Rest Missionary
Baptist Church----------------------

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

a.m.

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Church School....................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class.............. 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship . ....... .10:30 A.M.
J!

DPT TfiTOUS NEWS continues

ost-Resurrection
Focus at New
Philadelphia--------

Pleasant Grove
Missionary Baptist
Church------------- —-

ble.

Understanding and ap
propriating the Biblical
meaning of sacrifice, will
be the post-resurrection
emphasis at New Phila
delphia on Sunday. The
significance of shed blood
and its relationship to
believers in atoning death
of Jesus Christ will' be
basis of mid-morning
proclamation. Church fam
ily is urged to be present.
Christ-like commenda
tions to children and youth
for their praise and wor
ship alarcity demonstrated
on Easter Sunday. Christ
ian accolades to Lionettae
McGee, Joyce Robinson,
and JoAnn Nesbitt for their
help in making this possi

Members are reminded
of changes in weekly cal
endar following Easter
Sunday. These changes
are: 1) Prayer and interces
sory praying will be held
on Mondays at 6:30; and 2)
Bible Study will take place
on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
For additional information
about these changes, con
tact Pastor.
Easter Sunrise Convo
cation and “break-fast”
was indeed, an awe-inspir
ing event. Persons attend
ing as well as those who
prepared and served break
fast are congratulated for a
job done well!

New Birth Abundant
Life Ministries--------employment to men com
pleting the program.
Supervised by Pastor
William Garrison, our
Work Force does handy
man jobs and lawn mainte
nance to fit all budgets.
For a quote or infor
mation, call (727) 6562606.

New Birth Abundant
Life Ministries proildly
presents a Recovering Men
Work Force helping men
recover their lives from
drug addiction with a faithbased 12-step program.
Now, through Recovring Men Work Force,
'(BALM is able to offer

God is Good
All of the time

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

Pastor Joseph Gordon
and the Pleasant Groye
Church family invite you
to worship with them on
Sunday, April 27.
The Gospel Chorus
will render Song Service,
and the Adult Male Usher
Board will serve in the
7:00 a.m. Early Morning
Worship Service.
Sunday School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with Superin
tendent Deacon Philip Car
ter presiding.
Mid-morning worship
begins at 10:50 a.m. The
Youth Praise Team and
Choir will render Song
Service, and the Youth
Usher Board will serve.
Also, at 4:30 p.m., we
will worship at the Prayer
Tower Church of God in
Christ. The Angelic Choir
and Usher Board #3 will
serve.
The Bible Drill Team
will rehearse on Friday,
April 25, at 6:30 p.m. with
Commander, Deacon Jim
Anderson. Also, at 7:30
p.m. we will worship at the
New Jerusalem M.B.
Church where the Rev.
Morgie Ford is Pastor. The
Gospel Chorus and Usher
Board #1 will serve.
The Youth Choir will
rehearse on Saturday, April
26, from 1:30-3:15 p.m.
Parents - please bring and
encourage your child/chil-

dren to attend. Parents will
be notified if there are any
changes. Tempie Etheridge
is the supervisor. Also, the
Youth Usher Board will
meet at 3:00 p.m. with
their supervisors, Henry
and Julia Watkins. Like
wise, parents, please en
courage your children to
attend.
The Outreach Mission
Center has free clothing,
shoes and non-perishable
food for the needy. The lo
cation is 2500 - 9th Avenue
S. Hours are from 9:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m., MondaySaturday, phone(727) 3225350. Sandra Bentley is
the director.
Pleasant Grove spon
sors a Caribbean cruise
from May 25-June 1 and a
land-lovers bus tour to
New York City and the Po
cono Mountains from July
11-17. Please contact Kay
Curry at (727) 864-2937
after 7:00 p.m. for details.
Let us continue to keep
all sick, shut-ins and be
reaved in prayer.
Thought for the week:
“ When He had risen from
the dead, His disciples re
membered and they be
lieved the scripture.”
(John 2:22).
May His peace be with
you till we meet again.

St Petersburg Alumnae Chapter
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
4TH ANNUAL
Prayer

Breakfast
MB

Mi»

sag
■ &

UK

Featured Speaker:
Calbjknion- Tf]attireU)S
AsburyUnited Methodist Church
Jessup, Maryland

Inspiring Each Other Through Christian Love
Saturday, May 3, 2003
8:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

St. Petersburg Hilton Hotel

333 1st Street South

St. Petersburg, Florida

When you're down to nothing,

Tickets: $25.00

3455 26th Avenue South

God is up to something

St. Petersburg, FL 33711

\

\

■■

For more information contact Sandra Fletcher (727) 321-1034 or Linda Mack-Bivens (727) 866-8480
Proceeds to benefit Delta Sigma Theta Sorority scholarships and commurtitgyservice projects

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

All Nations Church of
God By Faith

Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.

3000 -4th Avenue S. • St.

Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/
327-5926 • 327-2656

AWANA - 7:00 P.M

. . ... .9:30
Sunday School . ............ . . . .
a.m,
Morning Worship.....,.,......,. ... .11 a.m.
Night Worship......... .. .... 7p.m.
...... .8
Tuesday Bible Class
p.m.
:
Friday Tarry Service....,. ....8p.m.

"Church of The Open Door -

Centennial Celebration"

1903

"100 Years of God’s Favor"

2003

Prayer Tower Church 0£ God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St.
Pete, FL
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

The Family That
Prays Together
Stays Together

GOD LOVES YOUI

St. Joseph Church

ZA.‘;

2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg

Sunday School 10 a.m.

Morning Service 11:30 a.m.

Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday

Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

GRACE

FELLOWSHIP

CENTRAL

F
E
L
L

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

CENTER

GRACE
O
SERVICE
Sunday School

9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30

Evening Worship 6:30

Wed. - Pray 7:00

W
S

Phone
(813) 328-9412

H
I
P

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Bible Study 7:30

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Traveler’s Rest

1

/

Missionary Baptist
Church
|fj|

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
'2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.

(727) 896-5228

9:30 a.m.

Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.) Rev. Donald

F. Browne
"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

^Zion. <
LJ~^rrocj

Friendship

505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship...................
.7:45 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................
.9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship.............................. 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
.......................5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship ......Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at tfie Church where everyone is ‘Welcome!

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Sunday School...................... ..

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church

Sunday Services:
Church School .......................................... . .......................... : . . 9am
Praise & Worship Services.............. .......................................... 10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service . . . . . . . ................ ................. .. . . ............... .. 6:30pm
Bible Study . . . ... . . . . , . . . ............................
... 7pm
Join us as we [ift up the name ofJesus

Tcptccostal ‘feipple Cl?urel? of God ip Christ

Missionary Baptist

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

955 - 20th Street South j

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
Thursday
Prayer and Bible Study 7 PM
also Youth Enrichment Hour

Phone: 894-4311

www.mzprogressive.org

Morning Glory
Sunday
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study Tuesday
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
Intercessory Prayer
, Saturday

;

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Murphy, Sr.

9:30
10:00
11:30
7:30
7:30
5:45

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

*94 church working togetherfor the upbuitding of (Jod's kingdom”

RELIGrou^JEW^ontinues
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Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist
Church--------------- —
The Pastor’s Apprecia
tion Committee of Mt.
Zion Progressive Mission
ary Baptist Church is
pleased to announce the
4th Anniversary celebra
tion of their pastor, Louis
M. Murphy, Sr.
The church will begin
the observance by having a
guest pastor for each Sun
day morning service - 8:00
a.m. and 10:00 a.m. - be
ginning May 4. The cele-

Friendship Missionary Baptist
C h u rch-------------------------------------------

bration takes place at 4:00
p.m. on Sunday, May 18.
The featured speaker
for May 18 will be Dr. Joel
Gregory of Dallas, TX.
We extend an invita
tion to the community to
join us to celebrate this
joyous occasion.
For more details,
please contact Ayis Carter,
chairperson, at (727) 8944311.

Jesus
Saves
4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

at 9:30 a.m. with the super
intendent in charge.
A second service is
held at 10:45 a.m. opening
with Minister of Music
John Frazier and the Praise?
Team.
Baptism will take place
before .the, 11:00 a.m. serv
ice. Praise God for the
word not coming back
void, as He promised.
Schedule of events:
Thursday, May 1 7:00-8:45 p.m., Prayer/-?
Praise Service, Bible Stu
dy, also Youth Enrichment
Hour.
Monday, May 5 - 6:30
p.m., Boy Scout meeting.
Wednesday, May 7 Noonday Bible Study; also
each Wednesday from 12
noon-2:00 p.m., Bread of
Life Ministry serving lunch
to all needy in the com
munity.
Saturday, May 10 -

Pre-Mother’s Day Dinner
sponsored by the Brother
hood.
Applicants wanted:
The Friendship Mis
sionary Baptist Church is
accepting resumes for an
organist. If you are inter
ested or know of someone^
please contact the church
office at 906-8300 or the
Minister of Music John
Frazier at 866-1172.
Let us continue to keep
all sick and shut-in mem
bers in prayer. We are lift
ing in prayer also our mem
bers who are bereaved at
this time. Joseph Elias lost
his grandmother, Ralph
Taylor lost his uncle and
Katie Boyd lost her hus
band, Sidney Boyd. We
pray God’s comfort, com
passion and peace at this
dark and dismal time.

John A. Evans

Trihity Presbyterian Church

Sunday School................................... '....... .......... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Night Disciple Training..................... 6:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Worship............. ......................... 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study............... ......7:00 p.m.

A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural

Church, Everyone Welcome!

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance
The Church Where The Anointing Makes
TheDifference” .

, Sunday. Morning Worship

10 a.m.

Church School & Prayer

9 a.m.

Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.1 •
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.
2611 5th. S. ♦ St. Petersburg, FL 33711

(727) 323-3210
Pastor’s office: (727) 895-9591
Church Phone:

Rev. Constance D. Samuels - Pastor

Bus ministry provided for all services •

Your presence is welcomed

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor?■?
(813) 822-2455
Church School....... 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship.... 11.00 a.m.
B.TU..................
5 00 p.m
Evening Worship.... 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday Evening
Bible Class............. 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday Youth
Rehearsal,,...,—5:30 p.m.
Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study..,.„ 7:30 p.m.
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.
Choir Rehearsal.o»11:00 am.

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
*

Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south

,

,

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727)321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

St. Petersburg, FL

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813)327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Frederick D.
Terry

a(To QodBe. cTftc glory”

Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

919 -20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the.heart of the city")

St. John (Missionary (Baptist Church
1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056
Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor
Sunday Services

Sunday Service . ............................................................ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School . .................................. .............. ...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........ .................... ....
. ?. .? , ,11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ........ .............. ......................... .5:00 p.rrt.
Weekly Services

Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
'Zfo church where, everybody is somebody and Christ is all

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

Queen Street
Church Of God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

930 - 18th Street South

St. Petersburg, Florida

Morning Worshi................................................................................ . 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School............................ ............. . ............. . .....................
9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship........................... ................................. 11:OO a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Class Wed........................... .....7:00 p.m.
Elder: Tony Smith
Transportation to Church: 727-743-3993 or 727-798-4430

Communion is observed quarterly
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class . ...... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship............... . 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................. 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ............... • .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class . ........... 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . . . ,7:00 p.m.

Christ Gospel Church
St. Pete, FL 33712
327-0997

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the Gospel
and a Christian community for everyone

Rev. Joseph Gordon

gfff
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Saturday, April 26, at Bible
Way C.O.GJ.C. at 4:00
p.m. We ask that all church
members come out to sup
port this.
Remember to pray for
our sick and shut-in mem
bers. Pray and study the
Word of God constantly. If
I be lifted up from the
earth, I will draw all men
unto Me. Let everything
that has breath praise the
Lord!

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church

2550 9th Avenue S.

2830 - 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 327-8560

9:00 AM................................... ................................ Prayer Time
9:30 AM..................
.................................... Sunday School
11:00 AM.......................................................................... Worship
12:30 PM............................ ...................... After Service Fellowship
Wednesday 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

month, April 27. Our col
ors are black, fuschia and
white. These colors can be
worn in any combination.
Hope to see you there.
We will be selling
Duals Day dinners Satur
day, April 26, from 11:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. for $6.00.
Hope to see you there.
Our church will be vis
iting Emmanuel C.O.G.I.C.
April 22. The church bus
will leave at 6:40 p.m.
We will also be having
a special youth meeting

......................... ..7:00 a.m.
Early Morning Worship.
........................... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School.................
.......................... 10:50 a.m.
Morning Worship............
.......................... 4:30 p.m.
Baptist Training Union.7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Communion........ r...........
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays............ ................... ................... ................ -.7:30 p.m.

g»«

Sunday Worship................................ ........:.......11:00 a.m.

Free Registration
For more ipfonhation, contact
Deborah R. Green, Executive Director,
at: (727) 821-9472

“Jesus said unto her, ‘I
am the resurrection and the
life; he that believeth in
Me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live’.” (John
11:25).
Supt. Elder Clarence
Welch and the Prayer Tow
er COGIC church family
welcome you with open
arms to worship with us at
any time. We encourage
your continual patronage,
love, fellowship and sup
port of our church. Re
member that Prayer Tower
is the tower of power, so
you will be uniquely
blessed!
The Drama Guild
would like to thank every
one who came out to sup
port the play, “From the
Manger to the Cross.”
We, the church family,
would like to welcome you
to come out to worship
with us on our Duals Day
service. It will be held on
the fourth Sunday of this

Pastor Ronald Fluker
and wife, Shana

Minister In Training

Guttural ArU Pfogr&nw After School
Moil. Wed., Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Prayer Tower Church of God in
Christ--------------------------------------- -------

ATTEND YOUR PLACE OF
WORSHIP THIS WEEK!

1

727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
www.lakemaggiore c@yahoo.com

“Peace I leave with
you, My peace I give unto
you; not as the world giv
eth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, nei
ther let it be afraid. ”
When praises, go up,
blessings come down.
Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., the official church staff
and the entire Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
family welcome your pres
ence this Sunday for Wor
ship Service and to all
weekly activities and
events - Prayer/Praise, Bi
ble Study, etc.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. with the Deacons
Ministry leading the Devo
tion. The Angelic and Teen
Choirs will sing songs of
praise, the ushers will greet
you and Pastor Evans will
bring a message from on
high.
Church School begins

13

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

LIGHTHOUSE CATHEDRAL OF FAITH
309 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone: 727-823-5750
Fax: 727-821-9000

,

Archbishop Willie Bolden, D.D?, D.D.
Pastor Glenda Bolden, PH.D., D.D.
Delores Ross, Resident Pastor

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Sunday Morning Prayer......................................................
Sunday School............................................................. :.........
Sunday Worship Service.......................................... ...... ...
. Intercessory Prayer - Wednesday.....................................
Bible Study - Wednesday...................................................
Intercessory Prayor - Saturday...... ...................................

Are you doing what God wants you to do?
Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?
Call Us Today!

Willie & Glenda
Bolden

....... .8:00 AM
......... 8:15 AM
..........9:00 AM
..........6:30 PM
..........7:30 PM
..........6:00 PM

“Arise shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” (Isaiah 60:1)

Mr

?ev. RD.H. Leonard
Pastor
SUNDAY

"Soaring Higher in
Christ Jesus

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

• Sunday-Church School,
• Sunday-Worship Service,
• Tuesday-Operation "BIG EAR",

TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.

sHHI
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The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

»

• Wednesday- Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,
7:00pm- Until
• Thursday-Tutoring for K thru 5th,
6:30pm-7:30pm
• Friday- Great Book Review for Youth, 7:00pm
• Saturday- Young Men's Bible Study, "Teen Word"

Each 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month

RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.
you would like to come to church and do not have a way. call
327-0997.

9:45am
11:00am
6:00pm-7:00pm

.Spiritual Counseling
I
Kt

PRAYER TIMES
tesdays Fridays & Sundays — half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.

S&illt MUfk
African Methodist Episcopal Church

9:00am- 10:00am

Pastor Keturah
D. Pittman

2232 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
'
(727) 867-2400
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* Free Thank You Gin With Purchase
« No Money Down
* 0% Financing
• Fast Express Delivery
• Furniture. Malor Appliances. Telivlsions. Stereos.
Lawn & Garden (Mowers, tractors, etc.1

HugeClearance Sale
Up To 75% OFF

HOME FURNISHING CENTERS

St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741

Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
544-6481

O

Guaranteed Credit Auuroval
At These 2 Store Locations Only

If we go back a couple hundred years, it would have been hard to imagine today’s promise. For African-Americans, this country offered very little hope, recognition, and prosperity. However, so much of
what we have today is here because of the heroic efforts of African-Americans. This feature is dedicated to their spirit which could not be denied despite very little opportunity. .Today, opportunity abounds.

Learn about their stories, learn from their determinedness, and be inspired to take advantage of opportunities. We pray the inspiration is contagious.

United Negro College Fund

The United Negro College Fund, celebrating near
ly 60 years of helping students obtain a
college education

It was 59 years ago this
week that Dr. Frederick
Patterson, president of
Tuskegee University, pen
ned the now-famous letter
urging presidents of other
private black colleges to
"pool their small monies
and make a united appeal to
the national conscience."
Patterson’s letter in The
Pittsburgh Courier took
root and on April 25,1944,
the United Negro College
Fund (UNCF) was bom.
Since that time, UNCF
has become the nation’s
oldest and most successful
minority higher education

assistance organization.
Proclaiming, "A mind is a
terrible thing to waste," in
its ad campaigns, UNCF
creates educational oppor
tunities by providing finan
cial assistance to students,
raising operating funds,
and increasing access to
technology-for Students and
faculty.
To date, UNCF has
raised nearly $2 billion to
promote higher education
achievement, helping more
than 300,000 students earn
undergraduate and graduate
degrees by providing schol
arships to those who attend

UNCF member schools and
other historically Black
colleges and universities.
That has earned it the rank
of one df the top 100 chari
table organizations in the
country.
Out df the 104 histori
cally Black colleges and
universities in the United
States, 39 belong to the
United Negro College
Fund, Of those, three mem
ber schools are in Florida:
Bethune Cookman College
in Daytona Beach, Edward
Waters College in Jack
sonville,
and
Florida
Memorial
College
in

Miami.

Prominent alumni of
UNCF colleges and univer
sities include Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., Nobel
Peace Prize winner; Spike
Lee, filmmaker; Nikki
Giovanni,
poet;
Tom
Joyner, radio talk show
host; Dr. Ruth Simmons,
president
of
Brown
University; and L. Douglas
Wilder, former Governor of
Virginia.'

There’s A

Reason To Read

The Weekly
Challenger

” Only when lions have historians will hunters cease being heroes," ~ African Proverb

sports news
Lakewood Jr. Spartans Join the Youth 'Walk With Animals* At Lowry Park Zoo
Football Conference———-------------------- to Benefit Asthma Research —------------ Directors, parents and games is about the same as leading. Football registra
coaches are committed to last years travel. Lakewood tion is $50 for players plus
improving the overall will play 5 games away and $30 jersey 1 fee (players
experience for football 5 games at home. All home keep jerseys) and cheer
players, cheerleaders and games and practices will leader registration is $30
those involved. The change take place at the 31st Street plus $75 cheer packet fee
in conferences represents Sports Complex (the home (cheerleaders, keep cheer
that commitment. Cheer of the Lakewood Jr. packet items).
Spaces are limited. For
leaders will be able to gain Spartans). Lakewood joins
more safety training and the following SYFC mem more information, call us at
preparation as well as per bers: Azalea, Clearwater, (727) 866-6664 or simply
form stunts and cheerleader Countryside, Dixie Holl join us at our football field
competition is quite spirit ins, Dunedin, Northeast, (31st Street Sports Com
ed. The weight class for Pinellas Park, Seminole, plex - 4801-B 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL)
football players is more and Tarpon Springs.
Registration for Jr. between 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
realistic and allows more
players to play with team Spartans football and during one of the following
members in the same age cheerleading has begun. registration sessions: April
Participants must be ages 26th, May 10th, May 24th,
bracket.
All games played are 5-7 for FLAG football and or June 7th.
within
Pinellas County and cheerleading and 8-14 for
tyLakewood’s Board of total travel time to away contact football and cheer-

ST. PETERSBURGThe Board of Directors,
with support of parents and
coaches of the Lakewood
Jr.
Spartans
Youth
Association, Inc. is proud
to announce its affiliation
with the Suncoast Youth
Football
Conference
(SYFC). Joining SYFC
ends a three-decade mem
bership with Pinellas Youth
Football
Conference
(PYFC). The Jr. Spartans
are appreciative of the
opportunity the organiza
tion has had to develop and
grow as members of PYFC
and wishes the conference
great success and prosperi

USF Names Robert McCullum Men’s
Basketball Coach—
—----------------TAMPA - Robert
McCullum, who brings
coaching experience from
the SEC, Big 10 and the
then-Big 8, plus a remark
able turnaround story as
head coach at Western
Michigan, was introduced
as the men’s basketball
coach at the University of
South Florida last week.
McCullum’s contract
with USF is a six-year
agreement through the
2008-09 season.
“I’m completely confi
dent that Robert McCullum
is the best possible choice
to lead our men’s basket
ball program,” said. USF
Director of Athletics Lee
Roy Selmon. “I’m ex

tremely impressed with his thing is Lee Roy Selmon. I
genuine enthusiasm for say that because I believe
coaching and working with that at a university,
young men as well as his progress and success does,
philosophies in both those not happen by chance or by
accident.
It
happens
areas.”
because
people
make
suc
“The success he has
enjoyed at each step of his cess happen and they make
career and the remarkable a place special. If Lee Roy
job he has done at Western Selmon is a window,
Michigan make him the through which people see
ideal person to lead our the University of South
program to new standards Florida, what a great way
of excellence. Coach for it to be seen. I am real
McCullum will lead a USF ly eager to work with him.”
‘^Secondly, in talking
basketball program that
with
Dr. (Judy) Genshaft,
wins with integrity.”
McCullum, who is her enthusiasm precedes
African-American said: her,” McCullum continued.
“There are a number of rea “To me, enthusiasm means
sons to be excited about your heart is in it. I found
South Florida, but the first her to be so engaging and

upbeat and again it all goes
back to the kind of people
there are that make success
happen.”
Stressing the impor
tance of Conference USA,
McCullum said, “Confer
ence USA is extremely
attractive. The first thing
that comes to mind in any
great conference is tradi
tion, and when you can say
you’re in a conference with
Cincinnati,
Louisville,
Memphis and Marquette,
you’re talking about a con
ference with tradition. It,s
so important how a confer
ence is perceived and the
tradition and history of the
flagship programs sets the
standard for our program to

TAMPA- There's still prizes, and a day filled with cases has more than dou
time to register for the fun activities. During the bled between 1980 and
American Lung Associ event, walkers will visit 1999, and it continues to
Today
asthma
ation's 3rd annual Walk stations throughout the rise.
accounts
for
more
than
With The Animals, present park to learn about asthma
ed by GlaxoSmithKline, to and participate in sponsor 5,600 deaths a year.
In response to this
benefit asthma research. giveaways and activities.
The Walk will take place Approximate walk distance growing epidemic, the
ALA has initiated a com
May 3 at Lowry Park Zoo is one mile
prehensive
research pro
Participants can form a
in Tampa. All proceeds go
to the Asthma Clinical team of 10 and raise $1,000 gram with the University
Research Center at the combined, or come indi of South Florida that could
University of South Flor vidually for a minimum of lead to major advances in
$100 in pledges. To regis the understanding and pre
ida.
Walk With The Ani ter online, please visit vention of asthma. The
mals is a pledge-based www.gulflung.org. Pledges USF research is conducted
event organized by the may be turned in the day of by Drs. R.F. Lockey, A.
ALA to educate the public the event. All checks Wanner and S.S. Mohaabout asthma, and raise should be payable to the patra.
Current research con
funds to find a cure for this American Lung Associ
ducted at USF has already
illness that affects 26 mil ation.
concluded that the flu vac
Asthma
is
a
chronic
lion people in the United
States. Participants must lung disease that causes cine is safe for asthma
raise a minimum of $100 breathing problems and patients. Doctors previous
per adult, $50 per child. can be life threatening. ly believed that the vaccine
Registration for qualified Over 8.6 million children exacerbated the lung dis
walkers meeting these currently suffer from asth ease. Another project tested
pledge minimums, will ma in the United States, the effectiveness of using a
include
admission to and it is the number one lower dose of theophylline,
Lowry Park Zoo, entry for cause of school absen a common asthma medica
drawings to win great teeism. The number of tion. By reducing the

dosage, patients are expect
ed to have fewer side
effects of the medication.
The third study, currently
under way, is searching for
ways to reduce a certain
type of acid reflux that
many asthma patients have
as a result of their medica
tions. Additional studies
are planned for the coming
years, all of which moveus
closer to finding a cure for
asthma.
Walk With The Ani
mals, presented by Glaxo
SmithKline, is sponsored
by Aventis, USF, Tampa
Bay's 10, Mix 100.7, The
St. Petersburg Times,
Radio Disney, Astra
Zeneca, Schering Labora
tories and Novartis. Food
and beverage sponsors
include Panera Bread, and
Mountain Valley Spring
Water. To registration for
the Walk, please call (727)
347-6133 or 1-800-LUNGUSA or visit www.Gulflung.org.

shoot for the upper eche back-to-back 10-win con was 44-45.
McCullum’s Western
lon. That challenge is ference seasons.
Michigan
teams had five
Inheriting
a
program
appealing.”
Challenge and success •that had gone 21-33 in the wins over teams from
went hand-in-hand for two years prior to his “power conferences” inclu
McCullum at Western arrival as head coach in ding two victories over
McCullum put Michigan, a win at Sweet
Michigan. In the last two of 2000,
together
the MAC’S top 16 qualifier Auburn and
his three total seasons
there, McCullum directed recruiting class arid par two wins against Virginia
the Broncos to a 37-24 layed it from a 7-21 team Tech.
His success at Western
record, including a 20-11 his first year to one of the
mark this past season and nation, s top turnaround Michigan did not go unno
the school’s fourth-ever stories with a 17-11 mark ticed in USA Basketball
postseason tournament. in his second season. His circles and he was reward
Additionally, those two overall record in three sea ed with a position as an onBronco teams put together sons at Western Michigan . court coach at the 2002

USA Basketball Men,s
Junior National Team
Trials. Furthermore, his
coaching talents have
impressed nationally re
spected coaches.
“I think it’s a great hire
by South Florida,” said
Oklahoma head coach
Kelvin Sampson. “Robert
exhibits an exceptional
maturity level. Not only is
he a bright coach, but also

Basketball
continued on pg. 16
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Lifeline
was designed for folks who

struggle to make ends meet or
seniors living on fixed incomes.
It provides help for them to pay

their monthly phone bills.

Big improvements are on

the way for Florida's Lifeline

Program and that's good news.
The bad news is that thousands and

thousands of Floridians who could
take advantage of Lifeline have never

heard of this great program and they
are missing out on an opportunity to

save money.
A bill working its way through the

legislature will make almost a million

You can save as much

. as $12 dollars a month

Floridians eligible for Lifeline.

on your local phone

bill. Go to the General

That means if you receive Social

information Section

Security Income, qualify for food

of the White pages In

stamps, or participate in the Section

your phone book or

•

8 Housing program, you are probably

call your local phone
company to find out if

eligible for the Lifeline Program.

you qualify.
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SPORTS NEWS continues
Basketball

Black Cowboys Buck Stereotypes
NEW YORK (NNPA)
-This cowboy rides into
Ihe sunset East Coast-style:
black felt cowboy hat,
pointy-toed boots and a
white bandanna. And New
Yorkers love it.
Jessie Wise, a founding
member of the Federation
of Black Cowboys, takes
particular pride in introduc
ing inner-city children to
horses and history-—espe
cially the Black influence
in the Old West.
"The community loves
us," said Wise, 62, who
sports a Western-style han
dlebar mustache and runs a
construction
company.
"There’s nothing like the
cowboys riding into town."
Federation members roam
through the city, teaching
children how to ride, care
for and handle horses,
appearing
at
major
events—including
the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade—as well as fairs,
picnics and schools. There
is no official dress code,
but members look the part
ih tight jeans, leather belts,
boots and wide-brimmed
hats. "When they see us in

the neighborhood, when
they see us with the horses,
they see something differ
ent than the stuff they see
in the streets," said
Leonard Holmes, 60, a
Department of Corrections
officer.
The federation was
formed in 1994 to promote
the history of Black cow
boys, whose contribution
to western lore has been
obscured by more heralded
frontier figures, from gunslinging lawman Wyatt
Earp to prairie pundit Will
Rogers.
But according to the
federation’s web site, the
West also was built by the
likes of Nat Love, known
as Deadwood Dick, who
was bom in a Tennessee
slave cabin and worked as
a cowboy and in the rodeo;
and Mary Fields, known as
Stagecoach Mary, who in
1885 ran a stagecoach line.
"Usually on TV, it’s about
Whites," said Ellis Bryan,
16, of Brooklyn. "I didn’t
know Black cowboys exist
ed until I met them." That
came after driving past the
Cedar Lane stables in

mounted, city police officer
who gave him a ride
through Harlem.
" You might say from
that day forward, it left
such an uripression upon
me that f just knew I was
going to haye a life that in
some way was going to
interact with a horse as
well as law enforcement,"
said Small, 57, a court offi
cer.
Inspired, Small began
studying the history of
America’s Black cowboys.
Today he’s an expert, dis
pensing information on
Blacks who headed west
during the cattle industry
boom of the late 1800s.
"We let the kids know
that we didn’t just start
involving ourselves with
this because we knew
about Hopalong Cassidy br
Roy Rogers or so forth,"
Small said. "We were those
cowboys.”
Phil
Roberts,
a
University of Wyoming
history professor, says
Black cowboys became
common after the Civil
War, and some figured
prominently in the Old

Queens with his parents.
"I’d look out the window
and see these horses and
kids running around and
having fun," he said.
Since his first visit two
years ago, Ellis has become
a regular, learning to ride
and groom horses.
At Cedar Lane—locat
ed on 25 acres of cityowned property in the
Howard Beach section of
the borough—the group
hosts parties, field trips and
an
annual
"Rodeo
Showdeo” festival, featur
ing skits, demonstrations
and bronco-riding.
Many of the group’s 40
members
are
native
Southerners who grew up
around horses. Others are
New Yorkers raised on
Western films and cowboy
legends, and teenagers who
first learned about horses
from the Black cowboys
themselves.
New Yorker Warren
Small, who acts as federa
tion spokesman, spent
summers in North Carolina
among tobacco crops, hors
es and mules. One of hist
early memories is of a

continued from pg. 14-------

West as rodeo cowboys or
as members of all-Black
cavalry units known as
"Buffalo Soldiers." Back
East, though, their legacy
remains largely unknown.
"People had their image of
what a, cowboy was,"
Roberts said. "A lot of it
was perpetuated by the
media presentations of the
cowboys in fiction and old
Westerns. And because of
the tenure of the times,
African-Americans were
left out. As a result, reality
was distorted."
Thus became the mis
sion of the urban cowboys,
clopping through the
streets, recreating an era of
gun-toting heroes, and edu
cating children on the role
of Black Americans in the
expansion of the West.
"I always wanted to be
a cowboy," said Don
Rouse, 48, a retired correc
tions officer. "People said,
‘You’re crazy. There are no
cowboys in New York.’
We’ve made them out to be
liars."
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Illinois and the Atlanta with head coach Mike
Hawks. “One of the main Hanks, whom McCullum
things about Coach Mac joined from Samford,
that makes him so success where their team was 22-8
ful is the fact that his teams in 1983-84.
From South Alabama,
are always so well pre
McCullum
joined Rich
pared and they always play
Herrin
’
s
staff
at Southern
extremely hard. He gets so
much out of his players Illinois, where he spent
because his relationship two seasons between 1987with them has always been 89, before first joining
outstanding.
Nobody Kruger at Kansas State for
works harder than he does, one season prior to their
and I am confident that he joint arrival at Florida in
will have success at South 1990. After six years at
Florida,
he
followed
Florida.”
A 1976 graduate of Kruger to Illinois for four
Birmingham Southerh with seasons, during which the
a 1980 master’s degree Illini were 79-49 and
from Alabama
State, played in three NCAA
McCullum played two Tournaments.
It was from Illinois that
years of basketball at
McCullum
was named to
Seminole Junior College in
Sanford, Fla. He first his first head coaching post
coached in high school at Western Michigan in
before commencing his 2000.
McCullum and his
collegiate coaching in 1982
wife,
Cheryl, have two
with the first of two stints
Darius
and
at South Alabama. He children,
worked there first for. Ellis Richelle.
in 1982-83 and then
returned from 1984-87

GOD
BLESS AMERICA

E-MAIL ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION
TO: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com
George E. Banks, M.D.
and
Marilyn W. Fudge, M.D.

he represents what,s right
in this profession. He does
it with integrity and he
does it with class. He pos
sesses a great work ethic
and he does what’s best for
young people.”
McCullum’s coaching
pedigree runs deep, having
been an assistant with Lon
Kruger (Kansas State,
Florida, Illinois) and Cliff
Ellis (South Alabama).
Additionally, he had been
an assistant at Southern
Illinois and Samford.
At Florida, McCullum
became recognized as a top
recruiter in the state and
around the nation and
helped mold a program that
reached the Final Four in
1994.
“The University of
South Florida has made an
excellent choice by hiring
Robert McCullum as its
next
head
basketball
coach,” said Lon Kruger,
the head coach of that
Florida team and subse
quently the coach with

400 - 49th St South
St.TetersbUrg',l'Fl.
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Did You Know?
St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741
WzZ/z facts presented
from Weekly Challenger
advertiser
Africanaonline.com!
' 1. Africa, the second
largest of the earth's
seven continents, cover
ing about 30,330,000 sq
cm (about 11,699,000 sq
mi), including its adja
cent islands. It comprises
about 22 percent of the
world's total land area.

2. Culturally, Afri
cans are perhaps the
most diverse of any con
tinent's inhabitants, with
thousands of ethnic
groups and more than
1000
different
lan

guages.

as cowboys.

3. Christianity, Afri
ca's most widespread
religion, was introduced
into northern Africa in
the 1st century and
spread to the Sudan and
Ethiopian regions in the
4th century. Christianity
survived in Ethiopia
through
the
Coptic
church, but in the other
areas, Christianity was
swept away by Islam.

5. Paul Laurence
Dunbar (1872 - 1906)
wrote this poem, "The
Poet," three years before
his death in 1906 at the
age of 34. Its words may
express his own regrets
about the direction of his
literary career. Dunbar
was the most famous
African-American poet,
and one of the most
famous American poets,
of his time. His career
brought him internation
al fame and by any meas
ure was a tremendous
success. Although Dun
bar felt his best work was

4. By the time the
huge cattle drives of
cowboy legend ended
near the beginning of the
20-century, at least 5,000
Black men had worked

Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
544-6481
his poetry in standard
English, he was celebrat
ed almost exclusively for
his folk poetry about
African-Americans writ
ten in dialect—the "jin
gle in a broken tongue."
His
identification
with dialect poetry disap
pointed him during his
lifetime and alienated
some
later
African
American readers. But
Dunbar's poetry has also
been praised by readers,
from W. E. B. Du Bois to
Nikki Giovanni, who
recognized the chal
lenges Dunbar faced as a
turn-of-the-century
Black poet trying to

Guaranteed Credit Approval
At These 2 Store Locations Only

sound the "deeper note."

6.
Boxing
great
Henry Armstrong ham
mered away at discrimi
nation in the 1930s and
1940s by refusing to
fight in segregated are
nas,
7. America’s entry
into World War II in
December 1941 had a
tremendous impact on
the color line in sports as
the
diversion
of
American manpower to
the war effort left a vacu
um in professional and
amateur athletics that
African-Americans
helped to fill. In this peri

od, Satchel Paige and his
Negro Baseball All-Star
Team were given the
opportunity to play the
major league champions
of baseball, and the
Negro Collegiate AllStars of Football played
successive games against
the champions of the
National
Football
League.
8. In professional
basketball,
AfricanAmericans ’
Chuck
Cooper and Sweetwater
Clifton came into the
N ational
B asketball
Association in 1950.
That year also marked an

iU ^1!
-t

___ 1

important first in tennis
when Althea Gibson
became the first AfricanAmerican woman to
compete in the National
Championships (later the
United States Open) at
Forest Hills in Queens,
New York, an event she
would later win in 1957
and 1958.
9. In the 1960s,
Wilma Rudolph and
Wyomia Tyus won inter
national acclaim for
African-American
women in track.

10.
The
Harlem
Renaissance Big Five
was one of the most suc

cessful all-Black profes
sional basketball teams
in the 1920s and 1930s.
The Harlem Renaissance;
Big Five were created in!
1922 by Robert L.
Douglass, a native of the
Caribbean island of St.
Kitts and a former pro
fessional basketball play
er with the New York
Spartans.
The
team
gained their name from
their playing venue —
the Renaissance Casino
ballroom in Harlem,
New York — where they
dazzled fans with their
innovative style of play.
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National
News
Has the Educational School System Charles E. Phillips, Jr. Elected to New
Failed Minorities?-——---------------------- York Law School Board of Trustees
LOS ANGELES - amine where in the educa-'
Over the past two decades, tional process these differ
students have made impor ences occur, what factors
tant gains towards academ may contribute to these dif
ic achievement and attain ferences and what pro
ment. For example, more grams are targeted at reach
high school students are ing higher achievement
taking higher-level core levels.
courses. Fewer high school
According to recent
students are dropping out; data published by the Na
and more are attending col tional Center for Educa
lege after they complete tional Statistics, Black stu
high school.
dents scored lower than
But while these gains whites, overall in mathe
are positive, they reflect matics and reading tests
only the average student. throughout elementary and
When the data is broken secondary schools. Even
down by students of ra- for children with similar
cial/ethnic backgrounds, test scores one or two
significant
differences ,grades earlier, Blacks gen
emerge between white and erally scored lower in
Black students. Black chil mathematics and reading
dren are likely to be at a than whites.
social and economic disad
"The problem is that
vantage compared to Black students do not have
whites for various reasons; adequate preparation to ad
including single parent vance in basic school stud
homes, having parents with ies because of the lack of
lower average levels of programs in the school sys
education, and a greater tem to help students
likelihood of being in the achieve at all levels," said
foster care system.
Alfonzo Webb, an instruc
Because education-re tor at King Drew Magnet
lated gaps between racial/- High School located in
ethnic groups may have South Central Los Angeles.
implications for individuals "The only way for our
long after they have com young students to progress
pleted their formal educa in our society is by having
tion, it is important to ex preparation and motivation

both in the classroom and
at home," said Webb.
"My program is right
on the cutting edge of
where technology is head
ed, and students now have
an even greater opportunity
to have the necessary pre
parations to advance at
higher levels in education,"
said Roosevelt Roby Foun
der and CEO of the World
Business Exchange Net
work an online trade asso
ciation and the REIS Foun
dation a - non-profit organ
ization dedicated td ex
panding progressive tech
nology in the classroom.
His program is the
WBE.NET Global Internet
Trade Course(GITC) ac
tively installed in several
schools throughout the
country. Th© GITC was
designed to empower stu
dents with a solid trade and
business skill that can be
used after completing high
school. The program teach
es students how to do busi
ness in e-commerce over
the Internet and stresses the
importance of education,
entrepreneurship,
and
international trade.
"The GITC gives stu
dents new enthusiasm for
learning because it teaches

them the skills they can use
to forge careers in banking,
freight-forwarding and oth
er trade related industries
that would otherwise be
difficult for them to break
into," said Roby.
"Even a college educa
tion does not prepare one
for such careers as the
GITC, due to the nature of
this course, which allows
students to conduct both
simulated and actual trans
actions dealing in the ex
port of U.S. products and
services to foreign coun
tries," added Webb, whose
students are engaged in
export trade over the In
ternet.
Studies show that
when students are actually
involved in a subject mat
ter, and can see how it im
proves their lifestyle, it
stimulates their minds to
more easily grasp the
knowledge that is present
ed to them. And if educa
tors can provide students
with other options to help
in their academics, then the
overall
difference
in
achievement
between
white and Black students
will be equal.

15th Annual National Youth Service Day
WASHINGTON, DCDespite global unrest,
youth across the U.S. are,

mobilizing for action April
11-13 in celebration of the
15th Annual National
Youth Service Day, a pro
gram of Youth Service
America. Millions of youth
will plan and conduct thou
sands of service and serv
ice-learning projects ad
dressing literacy, hunger,
public safety, the environ
ment and health care. The
presenting sponsor of Na
tional Youth Service Day is
State Farm Companies
Foundation.
From Los Angeles,
where local youth will set
up libraries in homeless
shelters and fill them with
hundreds of books for kids,
to the Midvale Youth Peer
Court in Utah, where
young volunteers will as
semble hundreds of child
identification kits, fix do
zens of misused child safe
ty seats and educate their
peers about the hazards of
drugs, tobacco and vio
lence, millions of youth
ages 5-25 around the world
will cast aside stereotypes
and overcome differences
while serving their com
munities. During the same
three days, Youth Service
America also organizes
Global Youth Service Day
with the Global Youth Ac
tion Network as its key
partner.
National and Global
Youth Service Day is a
public awareness and edu
cation campaign that high
lights the amazing contri
butions that young people
make to their communities
365 days a year. As the
largest service event in the
world, engaging millions
of young people, the cam
paign draws together a
remarkable local, regional,

national and international
partners and sponsors
while recruiting the,,JjpxU
generation of young volun
teers. Thanks to support
from the GM Foundation,
youth in over 127 countries
will also participate, in
cluding Iran, Qatar, Af
ghanistan, Pakistan^ India,
Yugoslavia, Mexico, Chi
na, Rwanda and Colombia.
Youth in Doha, Qatar,
will hold a model UN con
ference to address water
conservation issues, while
in New York City, 19-yearold Billy Hallowell will
launch a year-long anti
violence and equality
“Peace Project” at an event
in Central Park involving
hundreds of local youth. As
a Youth Service America
grant winner, Billy’s proj
ect is one of 150 nation
wide events supported by
the State Farm Good
Neighbor Service-Learning
Awards and the AT&T
CARES Youth Service Ac
tion Fund. At Beale Air
Force Base in Yuba Coun
ty, CA, youth will put to
gether KARE (Kids Are
Really
Extraordinary)
packages for their relatives
and neighbors deployed
overseas.
“As our greatest na
tional asset, it is only fit
ting that young people in
7

America play a lead role in
learning about community
jieeds, (While lending their
■ time/ energy, commitment
and experience,” said Steve
Culbertson, president and
CEO of Youth Service
America., “Millions of
young people serving
together on National Youth
Service Day creates a tidal
wave of good and sends a
powerful message of hope
and healing around the
globe,” Culbertson added.
50 National Youth Ser
vice Day Lead Agencies in
the U.S. will coordinate
city-wide, regional or state
wide activities. Here are
some of the projects being
organized by three of them:
Washington, DC 4,500 youth are expected to
participate in an extensive
city-wide service blitz led
by the DC Commission on
National and Community
Service. An April 11 kick
off event will be held at the
Orr Elementary School in
southeast DC. Attorney
General John Ashcroft,
Mayor Anthony Williams
and Steve Culbertson,
Youth Service America’s
president and CEO, are
expected to attend.
Orlando, FL - Hands
on Orlando will lead over
5,000 young volunteers in
150
service
projects

Accefit Wwtt&M.

throughout the area. Local
and national partners in
clude the Orange, Semi
nole and Osceola County
public schools, Boys and
Girls Clubs, YMCA and
Camp Fire USA. At one of
the projects, to be held at
the Orange County Head
Start, a total of 1,550 pre
school children will make
“Hello” cards that will get
inserted, in Meals on
Wheels lunches for seniors.
Dallas, TX- The Youth
Services
Office/Youth
Commission for the City of
Dallas will coordinate a
variety of service-learning
projects throughout the
city,
including
an
HIV/AIDS awareness ses
sion and playground beau
tification involving over
100 young volunteers at
Bryan’s House, a nonprofit
agency that provides day
and overnight medically
managed child care to HIV
positive children and the
children of HIV positive
parents.
A variety of Lead
Agency projects can be
viewed by state at the Na
tional Youth Service Day
Media
Room
at
www.YSA.org/HYSD or
visit www.GYSD.net to
learn about international
participation.

& P*/P

H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600

FAX 328-8869

and the faculty. I look for
ward to working with the
board as New York Law
School's already significant
impact on the legal profes
sion, the community, and
the lives of some of the
brightest students in the
nation continues to grow."
Phillips joined Morgan
Stanley in 1994 and started
on Wall Street in 1986 with
The Bank of New York. He
is a Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA), Nasdaq
Series 7 and 63 certified,
and is a member of the In
stitute of Electrical and
Electronic
Engineers
(IEEE), the Washington,
DC, Bar and the Georgia
State Bar. He is a member
of the 100 Black Men Or
ganization, and Technet, a
technology industry lobby.
He is a board member
of the Joint Center for Po
litical and Economic Stu
dies, as well as the Rhythm

and Blues Foundation.
Phillips has worked on sev
eral local, state, and nation
al political campaigns;
from city council to presi
dential races.
Phillips earned his un
dergraduate degree ill
Computer Science from the
United States Air Force'
Academy in 1981, an MBA
from Hampton University''
in 1986 and a law degree
from New York Law
School in 1993. He served
in the United States Marine
Corps from 1981 to 1986;
achieving the rank of
Captain.
A self-described mili
tary brat - his father
Charles, Sr., served 20.
years on the United States^
Air Force - Phillips now,
lives in Manhattan with his,
wife Karen and their son
Charles III ("Chas").

Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund
Postpones 4th Annual President’s
Summit Until May 4-7, 2003---------- —
NEW
YORK
Thurgood Marshall Schol
arship Fund (TMSF) has
postponed its 4th Annual
President’s Summit and
Leadership Conference and
College Fair due to the
United States’ war with
Iraq. The President’s Sum
mit and TMSFfcollege

Fair, originally scheduled
for March 30 - April 2, will
now both be held during
May 4-7, 2003 in Detroit.
“We recognize how
important it is for our col
lege and university presi
dents and administrators to
be with their schools in the
early days of war and dur
ing a time when our nation
is on a heightened security
alert,” said Dwayne Ash
ley, president , of Thurgood
Marshall
Scholarship

Fund. “We also want to be
sensitive to concerns about
travel, transportation and
future events that many
Americans may be experi
encing dining this time.”
Each year, TMSF’s
Presidents’ Summit brings
together the presidents and
executive
management^
teams from the organiza
tion’s 45 member public
Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs),
business leaders and com
munity leaders to exchange
knowledge and address
current trends and leader
ship strategies for the insti
tutions.
New to the Presidents’
Summit this year is the
TMSF College Fair, which
will provide a unique op
portunity for undergraduate

PLEASE SUPPORT

OUR PAPER BY

PATRONIZING
Our
Advertisers

students to meet with re
cruiters from TMSF’s
member public HBCUs.
Students will be able to ob
tain valuable information
about graduate and profes
sional programs applica
tion procedures and finan
cial aid.
About the Thurgood
Marshall
Scholarship
Fund: The Thurgood Mar
shall Scholarship Fund
Inc., named for the late
U.S. Supreme Court Asso
ciate Justice, is the only na
tional organization of its
type that provides meritbased scholarships and pro
grammatic support to stu
dents attending the nation’s
public Historically Black

Colleges and Universities.
It also provides capacity
building support to its 45
member schools, which
educate 215,000 students,
annually. Since its incep
tion in 1987, the Fund has
awarded more than $20
million in scholarships and
programmatic support to
more than 4,400 students.
TMSF also provides intern
ship programs and joins
corporate and foundation
partners in providing lead
ership training and support
to students preparing for
undergraduate and profes
sional schools.

SAM'S BEAUTY
SALON
I .
3600 - 18th Avenue SOuth
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 322-0024 • Cell (727) 542-2189

Ask tor Tpnv
20 years experience in Hair Care
as Barber and Beautician

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
HAVE. YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?
Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky

dtfip

We Specialize Also In:
• Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
Fibromyalgia

3727 Central Avenue.
LIC. #MM005879

business executive, a car
ing community member
and a true role model for
our students," Dean Rich
ard A. Matasar said. "We
are very proud of all of his
accomplishments as a grad
uate of the Law School. As
a trustee, he joins an
extraordinary group of ded
icated professionals who
continually strive for ways
to make the Law School
even better. It is a privilege
to be able to work closely
with him.",
"I am honored and ex
cited to join the Board of
Trustees at one of the old
est law schools in the coun
try and one of the few that
has produced a Supreme
Court justice among many
other great jurists," Phillips
said. "The unprecedented
growth New York Law
School has enjoyed in re
cent years is a strong testa
ment to the Dean, the board

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or

(fO-cAna.

Patricia Williams
MA15717

NEW YORK
Charles E. "Chuck" Phil
lips Jr., has been elected a
Trustee of New York Law
School. Phillips graduated
from New York Law
School in 1993.
Phillips, a managing
director for Morgan Stan
ley, has been ranked No. 1
in the enterprise software
field by Institutional Inves
tor magazine every year
since 1993 and was named
to Black Enterprise's list of
top 50 African-Americans
on Wall Street in October
2002. Phillips has made
numerous television ap
pearances discussing the
technology
sector on
CNBC, CNN, CNNfn and
Bloomberg. He has been
featured in articles in For
tune, ComputerWorld, InformationWeek and Op
timize Magazine.
"Charles is a man of
many talents - a lawyer, a

numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She
will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,

I

luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything As against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother SupertorfWilliams
ana now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
-Hillary Williams

helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
President Obasanjo Heads for Second
Term-------- -------- ------ -----------------------------bv Tove Olori
won in six states and the
LAGOS - Based on Alliance for Democracy
early returns from this (AD) in one state.
week's voting, President
The People's Democra
Olusegun Obasanjo is ex tic Party - following close
pected to be swom-in as ly on it's performance in
Nigeria's President on May the Southwestern Nigeria
29 for a second term of during the parliamentary
office. According to results elections on April 12 - cap
of Saturday's Presidential tured from the Alliance for
elections released so far, Democracy Oyo, Ogun,
Obasanjo is reported to Ekiti and Osun states ex
have scored more than 70 cept Lagos out of the five
per cent of votes cast. states so far declared in the
Nigeria has close to 61 mil region. Results from the
lion registered voters.
Ondo state are yet to be an
To avoid a second nounced.
round nin-off election on
The PDP candidates
April 26, a presidential also snatched the middlecontender must gain a sim belt states of Kogi and
ple majority and 25 percent Kwara from the ANPP.
of the votes in at least two- Most of fee incumbent
thirds (24) of the 36 states. governors of the PDP were
I Preliminary results show re-elected, except for
that Obasanjo, a southerner Kano, which was taken
from the Yoruba ethnic over by the ANPP.
group, has secured 25 per
The ANPP won Bomo
cent of votes cast in 22 state governorship seat
states and the federal capi from the PDP whose govtal territory so fer released. emor defected to join fee
His closest rival, Gen. AD where he stood as can
Muhammadu Buhari of the didate in Saturday's polls.
All Nigerian Peoples Party The ANPP retained its
(ANPP), has reportedly seats in Jigawa and Zamscored 25 per cent of the fara states but lost the seat
votes in 12 states and the in Katsina State, Buhari's
federal capital.
home state, to the incum
Buhari is a northerner bent
goyernor
Umar
from the Hausa-Fulani Yar'Adua of the PDP. The
group and a Muslim. In the PDP had lost two senatori
state governor elections al seats to the ANPP in fee
candidates from Obasanjo's state during the parliamen
ruling Peoples Democratic tary polls. However, while
Party (PDP) have swept 23 the presidential and' state
states of the 30 states so far governor
polls
went
announced by the Indepen smoothly on Saturday with
dent National Electoral large turn-out of voters de
Commission (INECj. The spite rains in some areas,
All Nigerian Peoples Party some of the results so far
(ANPP) is reported to have declared are being chal

lenged by some of the can
didates.
In Lagos, two parties the PDP and the ANPP have alleged massive rig
ging in some areas and
have threatened to take
their case before fee elec
toral tribunal. In Rivers
state, Sergeant Awuse, the
governor candidate of the
ANPP has protested the
results which brought back
incumbent governor Peter
Odili.
In neighboring Ogun Obasanjo's home state which was snatched by the
PDP, fee Alliance for De
mocracy National Organiz
ing Secretary, Ibrahim Alfa
said the results are unac
ceptable to his party. "We
reject them in their entirety
because they were full of
manipulations and fraud".
The Chair of INEC,
Abel Guobadia, has said
until there are established
cases of electoral fraud,
INEC will continue to rely
on the results declared and
presented by its state com
missioners. Guobadia was
reacting to criticisms feat
in some states elections
were allegedly not held but
results were declared.
The polls were not
without incident. Two per
sons were confirmed dead
while a number of others
injured when youth at
tacked fee palace of a royal
father and other party
chieftains in the Delta
state. Police also an
nounced that 91 people in
cluding fee United Nigeria
Peoples Party (UNPP) gov

ernor candidate for Katsina
State were arrested for var
ious electoral offenses dur
ing the elections.
The police also arrest
ed a vice chair of a local
government in Kebbi for
possession of 200 thumbprinted ballot papers and a
pistol. However, for those
who are still contesting re
sults, prominent Nigerians
have appealed to them to
accept the results in the
interest of democracy in
the country. Former presi
dent Shehu Shagari advised
defeated politicians to
accept fee people's verdict
in good faith so that de
mocracy could thrive in
Nigeria.
Shagari told journalists
in Sokoto that Saturday's
elections "marked the na
tion's match towards reali
ties as Nigerians have
shown that they could not
be
fooled
forever".
"Though the military al
ways accused elected lead
ers of corruption and simi
lar vices when , they inter
fere wife the democratic
structure, the performance
of the military in office
showed that they were not
better," he said.
Shagari, who received
the baton of leadership
from Obasanjo, then as
head of state of Nigeria in
1979, was overthrown by
Gen. Muhammadu Buhari
in 1983 after'dri unsuccess
ful transition from civilian
election.

COD BLESS AMERICA

Mbeki Challenges Media to “Report
Africa” —------------- ------------------------------- —
by James Hall
JOHANNESBURG Over one hundred media
executives from most na
tions on the continent con
vened last week in Mid
rand, outside of Southern
Africa's largest metropolis,
for the second All African
Editors Forum. The agenda
was to see how African
media could report political
and developmental initia
tives like fee
African Union (AU)
and fee New Partnership
for African Development
(NEPAD). "We expected to
focus on development is
sues, fee war in Iraq, and
on the Zimbabwe situation.
But then (South African
President Thabo) Mbeki
challenged us to look at our
identity," said Ricardo
Artur of Mozambique.
Mbeki addressed me
dia editors on both days of
the conference. He is cur
rently president of the Afri
can Union, launched last
year to replace the 30 yearold Organization of African
Unity (OAU). NEPAD has
a way to go to achieve its
ambition of coordinated
continental economic de
velopment founded on
commitment to democratic
governing principals, but
Mbeki, a founding father of
fee initiative, is a forceful
advocate. He told media
editors, "You must proceed
from the presumption that
you were African before
you were journalists, and
despite your professions
you are Africans still."
Most delegates were
surprised by the challenge,
which suggested they were
subject to a division of loy

alties. "Is Mbeki suggest
ing an 'either/or' situation,
that by being journalists we
are somehow unable to be
African, and so we must
prioritize our 'Africanness?' Does he want biased,
non-objective reporting to
promote his African Unity?
What kind of unity is based
on propaganda?" asked one
South African editor.
Mbeki seemed to reject
that interpretation when he
said that reporting should
be critical, but sympathetic
to Africa and told from an
African perspective. "The
West has been reporting its
biases of Africa for years.
Many African journalists
are trained in the West, and
they bring home these bias
es, which are reflected in
their writing ,about other
African countries," he said.
Mbeki said there is a tone
of condescension when one
African country reports on
another, just as fee Western
press condescends toward
the continent as a whole.
In the end, the AU
president said, he would
like to see more African
content in news, and more
attention devoted to Afri
can issues and events
occurring elsewhere in
Africa. One working com
mittee at fee editors' con
ference noted the need for
an African version of the
Qatar-based
Al-Jazeera
television network, which
serves the Arab nations of
the Middle East. Mbeki
endorsed the proposal.
Most editors did not object
to fee notion that they were
Africans first, journalists
second.
"Look at news, cover

age of the War in Iraq done
by CNN, MSNBC and the
Fox Network," said a South
African editor, referring to
■news stations beamed to
Africa via satellite. "They
compete with each other to
be fee most pro-American,
and fee flag waving vio
lates all tenants of objec
tive journalism. I do not
propose nationalism, but a
sense of patriotism toward
the African continent is
necessary to keep African
issues in the forefront when
these are overlooked by the
international community."
As a counter-balance to
calls for African-centric
reporting, government in
terference with the media
was discouraged by edi
tors. "State-owned media
houses should be priva
tized," said Gert Jacobia,
editor of the Republican
newspaper in Namibia.
Swaziland's government
was condemned for a me
dia policy instituted by its
Ministry of Information the
week of fee conference feat
censored the reporting of
any news story deemed
embarrassing to govern
ment or against fee inter
ests of royal leadership.
Radio and TV are a stateowned monopoly in Swa
ziland.
Robert Mugabe's gov
ernment in Zimbabwe was
widely decried for its
crackdown on the media.
That African editors freely
criticized media failings in
their own and other coun
tries displayed a commit
ment to unbiased journalis
tic standards, while show
ing how committed fee edi
tors also were to the free

flow of information. "We
are not going to censor any
story because someone least of all a government
official - thinks it is bad for
Africa," said Sechele.
Sechele, editor of one of
Botswana's largest newspa
pers, Mmegi.
African editors are of
one mind when it came to
the need of improving stan
dards of journalism on the
continent. They noted with
some humor the reporter
for Swaziland's stateowned radio station who
this month filed "live" re
ports from fee front lines in
the Iraqi war zone when in
fact he was phoning in re
ports that he compiled from
newspaper clippings from
his home.
Other transgressions
cited by the editors were
more serious, leading for a
call to better-trained jour
nalists and their editors.
Local institutions like
Rhodes
University's
School of Journalism in
Grahamstown, South Afri
ca, present African venues
for study where African
values are respected and
the African perspective
presented. Most nations
now have journalism class
es attached to their univer
sities.
"We have to get Afri
can reporting out there on
the continent, and then we
can tell the African story
from our point of view to
the world, instead of hav
ing our story told by out
siders,"
Phil • Molefe,
Editor-in-Chief of the
South African 24-hour
satellite news service,
SABC Africa, told IPS.

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

several nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

“<?he Lord is great apd is to be

An Easy Way to Pay

In Advance For Your Funeral

highly praised; His greatness is
“Yes, that's right, there

beyopd upderstapdipg.” *

is an easy way to pay
for your funeral and

Psalrps 145:3

have peace of mind."

___ XU

BARTON, WALTER
C., 63, died April 9, 2003.
Survivors include one
daughter, Toy R. Walker,
St. Petersburg; three sons,
Woodrow Lipkins and Wal
ter C. Barton, Jr., both of
Springfield, MA, and Gary
Barton, Akron, OH; two
brothers, Wilson Barton
and Harold Barton, both of
Miami; four sisters, Mary
Mitchell, Springfield, MA,
Rose
Salter,
Mildred
Barton and Aldrina, all of
Florida; 18 grandchildren,
Jahmual, Walter, Jr., Travis,
Harmony,
Cameo,
Marquis, Morris, Chris,
Joshua, Kameo, Kahdre,
Dwayne, Bionca, Marvin,
Shequinna, Woodrow, Jr.,
Dietra and Orlando; six
great grandchildren; and

WILLIAMS, AGNES
T„ 84, died April 12,2003.
Survivors include one
daughter, Glorious Grant,
St. Petersburg; one grand
daughter, B’Leaka Grant,
Atlanta, GA; one brother,
Rev. Dr. Raymond F. Wil
liams, Louisville, KY; two
sisters-in-law, Lula Mae
Williams, Louisville, KY,
and Barbara Jean Williams,
St. Petersburg; and several
nephews, nieces, cousins,other relatives and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

THE KEY TO
HEAVEN
HUNG ONA
NAIL

GIVE GOD
WHAT'S
RIGHT, NOT
WHAT'S
LEFT.

WHEN YOU'RE
DOWN TO NOTH

ING, GOD IS UP

TO SOMETHING!
Young's
Funeral
Home

Serenity Funeral Home, Inc.
Family Budget Plan $1,399.00

A Full Service Firm
Funeral Director
Since 1975

1005 Howard Street
(Corner So. Greenwood Ave.
& Howard)

Clearwater, FL

442-2388

If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.

Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you want and
if you relocate - your plan goes with you.

Don't delay ...
Call or Write to us today
to learn more about’
funeral planning.

(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)

Robert C. Young

The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. However, in the future, an average funeral will cost
more.

Traditional Burial $2,199.00
(20 Gauge Steel Casket)
Elite Services/Deluxe $3,599.00
(18 Gauge Steel Casket)

Plans do not include: Minister, Flowers,
Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
dr Cemetery Services

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.

Cremations

Founder/Executive Director

Lisa M. Speights-Harley, LED.

832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

(727) 895-6005

1-866-515-9491
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:

African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.
www.africanaonline.com
www.toonari.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

LEWIS ELECTRIC

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship”

2 bedroom, one bath, living &
dining room, eat-in kitchen
newly remodeled. Yard. Quiet
area. $675.00 plus utilities.

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

323-1067

(727) 492-8195

The Hospice

Bonded & Insured
Lie.# ER 13012312

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health*Dental«Vision
Disability«Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

Ph: 727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545

SAVE UP TO

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

f

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

WANTED

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

MEET
VOUR
MATCH

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

Section 8 Housing
On Dental Services
.Includes FREE Prescription, Vision
and Chiropractic Plans

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

RNs, LPNs

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

To deliver The Weekly Challenger each
Thursday to home - business subscriptions.
Excellent chance for the right person to have
their own route.

THESE IS A

CALL -894-3294 FOR DETAILS
Competitive Wages

SEASON TO SEA©

(FL License Required)

&HHA./CNAS
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

(813)244-7388

(727) 864-6675

Photos By
BilLThomas

PERSON WITH TRANSPORTATION
A Unique Profession!!

3, 4, 5 Bedrooms For Rent
in St. Petersburg & Gulfport

*For All Of Your Photo Needs*
•Church Events
•Banquets
• Weddings
• School Activities
• Sorority or Fraternity Activities
• Sporting Events
• Reunions

Every Day is a Gift That’8 Why it’s Called

Call Anytime, Day Or Night!

CHALLENGES

=^hi

PICK OF THE

WEEK!

THERE IS
OHLY ONE
RACE IN THIS
WORLD - THE
HUMAN RACE

727-893-5438

DO YOU HAVE

Bill Thomas Photos
®Ip> Peehly Challenger (727)896-2922 • Home (727) 821-1979

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project

the Tresept!

Y

THE

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

GOD BLESS AMERICA

9-21-30
45-46-49
CA$H 3
374 166 902
438

SOMETHING TO

295 845 397

SELL?

Goodwill
Affordable Housin

YOUR

STOP IN OR CALL

AD

TODAY TO PLACE

-

Did you know GOODWILL has affordable barrier-free housing

5^

complexes with HUD-subsidized rent in your area?

COULD

2- 8 1-3 5-7
3-4 7-2 6-4

Freedom Village, pinoles Park
v ’ ■

■r

(727) 541-6620

Apartment living for people who are-fei^nd older or1 have physical disabilities

YOUR AD

BE HERE

Freedom Village, Clearvvater

(727) 443-6799

2500 - 9th STREET S.

Apartment living for people who are 62 and older or have physical disabilities

WORK

Your

Freedom Village, Tampa
(813) 831-6988

ING FOR

896-2922

Apartment living for people who are 62 and older or have physical disabilities
Heritage Oaks of Palm Harbor
(727) 787-0792

YOU!

e-mail: smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

Apartment living for people 62 and older
Heritage Oaks of Ocala
(352) 854-1515

Apartment living for people 62 and older
Disability must be doctor-documented and
income limits applied for housing availability.

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Goodwill E

fall
KJGAL KDbSiNS

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

5b Ifcklg (Hlmllenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

U.S. population is Africasi American

CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"
■

IF

The Weekly Challenger

35% Of patents awaiting kidney transplants
are Afocan American

jj

2500 Dr. M.L. King Street, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Subscription:

Mail

Home Delivery

6 Months
$18
10

Annual

$30
18

lives wi# be saved If you do nothing
Name
Address

City___

State

Zip Code

Phone____________ ;____________________________
Is this a renewal? ___ If so, who is your carrier?_

Organ Donation
QdfWk law the p&tar tn saw lives,

I

Make checks payable to:

Weekly tiUfaUrttger

1-8664.6TS-G1VE
www

ARIES (Mar. 21 -April 20) This week is highlighted by your abil
ity to choose your allies effectively. You'll be able to spare some
time early in the week to work on your handiwork before you
have to get busy with other important matters. Your praises will
come from unexpected sources. People like you even more
when you don't brag about your accomplishments.
TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21) Recently you have felt as if some
thing was holding you back. This week, everything will begin
to click. Your good mood Will be highly contagious, others will
respond. You'll be everywhere at once mid-week, moving so
quickly, that people might miss you, if they blink. It's important
for you to have your personal touch on everything.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) The resistance you feel from others
will grow stronger if you apply unnecessary pressure. You need
to keep discussions on track, allow others to express their
views. Listen to them very carefully. Try to create an atmos
phere of trust. You'll learn an invaluable lesson, that will take
you on to even greater triumph.
CANCER (June 22-July22) Try to turn your attention inward for
awhile and save your breath for breathing. Content yourself
with being part of a process that someone else has started. Lift
your head out of the details to see whether the big picture has
changed since you last looked It's still possible to maintain har
mony as long as you're paying attention.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) This week for you is highlighted by
strong feelings & emotional situations that need to be
addressed. Great discretion on your part Monday may be
required if you want to keep the peace. Tuesday and Wednesday
you may feel a little resentful. The demands put on you at work
may seem unfair, perhaps even a little manipulative.
VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) This week you need to keep yourself
on track. It's difficult to stay focused on Sunday and Monday,
your current fixation on details may have you spinning your
wheels. Tuesday try to stay on course despite the temptation to
run around in circles. The fact that you're suddenly very popu
lar does nothing to help with your focus.
LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) This week is highlighted by generos
ity, yours & others, as well. You don't like to keep score, and
generally let life just go where it goes. You can accomplish just
about any goal you try, this week. Others will be eager to join
you as you explore new avenues of interest. If whatever you're
experiencing isn't quite reality, it'll seem just as good as the real
thing.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) Your flexibility and patience will
help you tolerate an insufferable situation that may arise. Being
stubborn will only fan the flames. The reason for your anger
will become apparent once you listen to your heart. You'll be
given every opportunity to grow as a person. Stop looking
ahead so far and try to lose yourself in the heat of the moment.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) The support you receive from
an active partner will strengthen your resolve on an issue you
have been struggling with. Colleagues are brimming with ideas
for you. Digesting all of them, however, is a near impossibility.
The trick is to sift through everything that comes your way and
select just exactly what you need.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) This week is highlighted by
domestic adjustments & your ability to bounce back from any
situation. Meditation, plants and pets will reconnect you with
your role in the physical world. Give a little, take a little.
Compromise will become your theme.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) Your high expectations of some
one may dwindle as the week winds down. You may feel angry,
but patience is what will bring you results. Even well-inten
tioned people will seem as if they're trying to interfere. Mind
your own business and advance in solitude.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You have a sense of floating free from
the earthly, bonds that you've felt been dragging you down.
Don't even ask what it means, just go with the flow. Logic and
magic have nothing to do with each other. Let events wash over
you now, and explain it all later on in any way that makes sense.
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Publix,
Where shopping is a pleasure®
Visit our website at www.publix.com

1*8^1 G5BP IBB

SA

Prices Effective Thursday, April 24
through Wednesday, April 30,2003.
Only in the Following Counties: Lee, Collier, Hillsborough,
Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Manatee, .
Sarasota, Charlotte, Polk, Orange, Seminole, Highlands,
Brevard and Osceola. Quantity Rights Reserved.

r,A^p REQq,

Grapes

“We will never knowingly disappointyou.
Iffor any reason your purchase does not
give you complete satisfaction, thefull
purchase price will be cheerfully refunded
immediately upon request. ”

Red Seedless, Black or Red Globe,
Peak ‘o the Season Flavor

lb

The Other
White Meat-

Publix Pork, All Natural, Full Flavor
(Pork Loin Loin Chops ... lb 2.69)
Any Size Package

FROZEN

FOOD

Healthy Choice
Meals..............................

199

Chicken Broccoli Alfredo,
Country Breaded Chicken,
Salisbury Steak, Chicken Parmigiana,
Beef Tips Portabello, Beef Pot Roast,
Country Herb Chicken,
Blackened Chicken, Mesquite
Chicken BBQ, Lemon Pepper Fish,
Roasted Chicken Breast, Grilled
Turkey Breast, Stuffed Pasta Shells,
Honey Glazed Chicken or Oven
Roasted Beef, 10 to 11.5-oz pkg.

Multi-Grain
Bread

Boneless
Fried Chicken
Breast Tenders

Pork Loin
Rib Chops

Topped With Wholesome Oatmeal,
From the Publix Bakery,
16-oz loaf

Hot or Fresh Pack,
Fresh From the Publix Deli!

i

■

.DELI.

Boar's Head®
Deluxe Ham

lb*

2/500

Assorted Varieties,
16-oz pkg.

OFF
The Purchase of One (1) box of

General Mills Cereal

Save 2.00

LU# 9069

4QQ
................ ..

I77

Nabisco
Uh-Oh! Oreo
Cookies........
18-oz pkg.

Gatorade Thirst Quencher 3/5^
Assorted Varieties, 64-oz bot.

Publix Coupon

Assorted Varieties,
15.6-oz or Larger
Limit one deal per coupon
per customer. Coupon effective
April 24 - 30, 2003.

Chicago
Rolls, 8-ct.

Crispy, Crusty, Fresh, 12-oz pkg.

Sliced Fresh in
the Publix Deli!

Publix
Chunk Cheese.

I

B A K E R Y

12-Pack Selected
Pepsi Products
12-oz can (Limit six 12-packs on
selected advertised varieties.)
(Selected Pepsi Products, 2-L bot.....99)
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